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mﬁz ’;fvlveo ?:l:sltl lngion_ V\t/e‘ajs viewed favourably by most Jews. The visit
f oviet Jewish Anti-Fascist Committ : i
Fefer and Shloime Mikhoels, to G i e o ot
' , anada in 1943 gave th
traction. They later attained signifi X noluding the
' gnificant electoral succ i i
election of Fred Rose to the nati i el S e
tion ational parliament, J. B. Salsb
provincial parliament, and other activi .l governmens. M
ovir : \ . vists to local gov
--of<these candidates ran in heavi i od distiots. et
' eavily Jewish-populated distri
emphasized their Jewish credentials. B vl
. But the Cold War b
end to these successes. It also icti P
‘ . saw the conviction of R
Jewish communists on char i Comon ey
J ' ges of spying for the Soviet Unio i
s:ovolfed. fear in the_ Canadian Jewish community. The Co£rr‘::1hr:?sr:
ganisation, the United Jewish People’s Order, was quickly expelled

from the Canadian Jewi
until 1995, sh Congress, and would not be re-admitted

Sadly, much of the Jewish co i
, : mmunist support for Birobid
:v;;sbggzi Cc;rl:‘ adtglclil?;:)ns ?nd gullibility. The first Stalinist purgefgl aor;
- e political and cultural leadershi i
Autonomous Region. And lat i The ontre S
onor . er Stalin destroyed th i i
Jewish intelligentsia between 19 ) ncluding Forer et
‘ 48 and 1953 includi
Mikhoels. Other victims tragi i oo
h gically included two former Ameri
activists who had immigrated to the USSR i o800, Thoes
R in the early 1930
facts were revealed be ; eohore
yond any reasonable doubt b ’
1956 revelations. Many Jewish ¢ i Kt g e
. ‘ ommunists realized that th
actually supported a regime which was murderously anti-ggn?i?ig

rather than philo-Semitic. The
. ne .
had come to an end. Xus between Jews and Communism
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, nternational Center for the Stud i iti
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focugzddatt_a, in.ternational concern with Middle East refugees has
who. Ioft f’”ma”'y on the approximately 700,000 Palestinian Arabs
eft Israel during the 1947-48 war. Far less attention has been
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paid to the nearly one million Jews—known as Mizrahim—who left
Arab countries in the decade or so following that war. Most moved to
the newly created Jewish State of Israel where today they constitute
the majority of the Jewish population, and often lean towards the

hawkish side of the political spectrum.

The mass exodus of the previously large and prosperous Jewish
community of Iraq seems to have been a particularly sad example of
Arab intolerance. A newly edited book by the Israeli academics Shmuel
Moreh and Zvi Yehuda (Al-Farhud: The 1941 Pogrom in Iraq) sheds
new light on the causes of the Farhud which seems to have been akey -
factor in provoking the later exodus. This volume contains both new’
papers on the pogrom and reproductions of earlier published articles.

The Iraqi Jews were a well-integrated community who could date
their heritage back to the destruction of the first temple in 586 BCE.
However, the security and confidence of Iragi Jews was shattered by the
pre-German military. coup of April 1941 headed by Rashid Ali al-Kaylani.
The coup leaders were quickly defeated and exiled by a British army
occupation, but their departure was followed by a large-scale farhud or
pogrom against the Jews of Baghdad.

- Shmuel Moreh describes farhud as an Arabized Kurdish word which
means unrestrained massacre, burning, looting and rape by hooligans.
More than 170 Jews were murdered, several hundred injured, and
numerous Jewish properties, businesses and religious institutions

. damaged and lootéd. The Farhud was perpetrated by Iragi officers,

police, and gangs of young people including women (which was unusual
for Arab society) influenced by religious and nationalist fanaticism, and
the popular perception of a Jewish alignment with Britain. These groups
rejected the presence of national or religious minorities in the Arab world,
and regarded the Jews as a fifth column sympathetic to the Western

powers.

Moreh and other contributors note that the anti-Jewish rioters were
influenced by a number of factors. One was ongoing incitement by a
group of approximately four hundred Palestinian émigrés residing in
Iraq. These Palestinians were mainly doctors, teachers and politicians
who had fled to Iraq after the failed 1936-39 uprising against the British.
They were led by the extremist Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin el-Husseini,
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who would later collaborate with Hitler'é Final' Soluti '
Who woule _ lution. O
) _:;l}isstilrr]ug?hsé tj‘le post Bpr.han al-Din al-Abbushi, wrote incencri]i:r;f\}g;gzz
Palestinge’,- e ews of killing and violating Arab women and children i
stine. These verses were read p : o, af
demonstrations and on the radio, a
anti:;Jewish hatred. o

e

nd appear to have provoked much

or nﬁ;gtff]\fr factor was .the anti-Jewish pfopaganda aistrib‘uted by th
) Nazi envoy' Fritz Grobba in Baghdad, although zvi huds
.srgues in this volume that the im : e g
b;\ﬁct;e':elrn e'xaggerat(.ed. Also important was the anti-Jewish campai
¥ Ao ofagld natv?nahsts including a number of leading officials ifl tgg
tr ucation, and the anti-Jéwish spee Ic s
specific mosques in Baghdad on the day of tﬁe Fc:;f]i: vlocal lercs at

In additi v : :
Army to dg;:;;rt]h;};?r? was the cynical political decision by the British
Tabelled as friends nfilng of their intervention to restore order lest they be
paper quotos 4 | tct) the Jews. The late Elie Kedourie in his republished
ol o t'e' er by the British Ambassador to Iraq, Sir Kinahan
sympathy ,for tLr'] '03"19 the Fo_re'lgn Office from displaying any open
Wistrich. the Bri:iashehws' According to the book’s foreword by Robert
to Prevént anti-Jewist?driﬁgstei?n vl\i‘tt? similar malevolence in failing to act
December 1947, ‘Hbya in November 1945 and Aden in

Part';/\ ;?ls;:ga‘tlzlr;]?cﬁh:pctjer by Nissim Kazzaz notes that the Communist
oot ti;e o Na la pgmber of'Jews in its leadership, surprisingly
epmed I if ~Nazi mlllta.ry regime headed by Rashid Ali on the
Ponoas that PZLatpported Ilberafripg Iraq from British imperialism
associatéd with thera ):,'égsitr;oen gzla)llthgﬂgﬁzaegk ant:-Jewish m’anifestétions. |
were alleged traitors to the military regir:(g.wTi?g Igﬂt:gzks?r:?:n‘sji‘;‘gs

following the Farhud, and .
Rashid Ali. ' the Party later repudiated its endorsement of

Esther Méir—GIitzenstein N i '
_ otes 'in her chapt '

r ( S | pter that the. »
5] :tdlt‘i(r:r?g r:lhr;eVé J?;gree:r: gy the ?(()jmst movement in Iraqi Jewrsaﬁ]rlrjtﬁ,
_ -dominated Zionist establi: .
influenced by western colonialist idea: oot e been

lue nialist ideas which
i . regarded Ar:

.allen and unproductive, and hence not suitable for immi;?:tigﬁ.vzg
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" palestine. However, reports on the Farhud by Iragi Jews who visited

Palestine provoked concern and shock among leading Zionist officials
including Moshe Shertok (Sharrett), head of the Jewish Agency's Political
Department. Shortly after the Farhud, Shertok met with the prominent

Iraqi leader Nuri al-Said, who rejected suggestions of widespread anti-
" Jewish feeling in Iraq, and argued that the traditionally good relations

between Muslims and Jews throughout the Middle East had solely
been damaged by Zionist actions in Palestine. In contrast, the Zionist -
movement viewed the Farhud as confirming their belief that Jews could
only live securely in Palestine. As a result, the Jewish Agency began to
allocate a proportion of immigration-certificates to the Jews of lraq.

The most significant finding from the many Jewish memoirs cited in
this text was their terrible sense of betrayal. As noted by Moreh, a number
of Jews had served as doctors and officers in Rashid Ali’s army during
the battles against the British, and Jewish- merchants: had donated

~ generously to the armed forces. They expected a more positive outcome

from their service than this hortific massacre. Even worse, many of those
killed and injured in the Farhud were attacked by focal Muslims whom
they personally knew. Government hospitals often refused to treat the .
injured Jews, and some were later told by Jewish nurses that the injured
were deliberately poisoned by doctors’in the hospitals on the orders of
the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. Others placed jewellery and money
in trust with their neighbours, who then refused to return the property.

But conversely, many recalled with gratitude the bravery of their
Muslim neighbours who respected the tradition of Arab hospitality to
save their lives. For example, the book includes a specific letter written
by the President of the Jewish community of Basrah thanking Shaikh
Ahmad Bashasyan—the former Lord Mayor of Basrah—and his family

for protecting Jews during the Farhud.

According to Moreh, the Farhud constituted a “decisive and tragic
turning point” for the Jews of Iraq, and destroyed what he calls the “Jewish
delusion that they could live in Iraq as citizens of equal rights with the. -
Muslims” (page 208). The Jews were particularly shocked by the silence
of the Iraqi Arab intelligentsia, many of whom defended the Rashid Ali
regime, and condemned the execution of some of its key leaders. No
literary works by Arab writers even mentioned the Farhud. Conversely,
a number of popular songs were compiled before and during the Farhud
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expressing hatred for the Jews, and celebrating the theft of valuable .

property from the supposedly wealth i
j y Jewish merchants. Moreh
, g;\a; :hz Egrhud convinced most Iraqgi-Jews that Zionism was the sc?ngt::)is
ed directly to the mass immigration of 1950-51 to Israel. ,
A | 4 Philip Mendes
o Department of Social Work
: Monash‘University

Anne Sarzin and Lisa Miranda Sarzin. Hand in Hand: Jewish and

Indigenous People Working T n e
Paperback. $30.00 g Together. Sydney. Write 4 U (Nsw).

readli\r/:r;/ now apd then a boqk emerges with the potential to inspire in
reador commltment to action for social change. Through powerful
atives, Hand in Hand tells of the forging of relationshipé across

- what at first glance may appear PR .
Indigenous people. y appear as a vast social divide—Jewish and

The significance of the relationships i y [
‘ _ ; 3 I ships is portrayed in ’
_ ;hurt%l:)?: m: vngnet?es of social action and photogr’aps;lic imag:yb%c:z
10rS, e Sarzin and Lisa Miranda Sarzin, highli rgely
unknown projects arising from Jewish o oo Targoly
jects a and Indigenous peopl i
together for justice. In so doin i o e iog
. g they contribute to a ¢ isco
that challenges  commentators e el
4 ‘ mer who lament the lack of e
across groups which h i nga_gem_ent
et ave- shared experiences of persecution and

" Just as there is not one Indigenous oi |
. : [ _ genous or one Jewish voice
ggﬁ;e;; hliie:jsswbtt:e boo;labout how to make a contributibtlh?nrebzgz
pstance. Although educational project i
focus of the book, exam orrs of orozeatle
, ples abound of other for f
that demonstrate different wa in hand, inohing tho
lemonstrate /ays to walk hand in hand, includi
domains of the arts, health ifanth o g e
, and philanthropy. The word is
prophets and contemporary Jewish leadets wi b6 & alr oon o
prophet ‘ eaders will be a major
Inspiration to some; for others it ma i plti st
' ; for y be the actions of ordinar :
. that spyr others to action. The diversity of approaches demoy;\g:'gfelg

a common.theme of working i ershi ' o
shared hun\}’a“nity. M9 in partnership for the achievement of a
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The book is largely restricted to New South Wales while
acknowledging that there is a broader account to- be conveyed.
Furthermore, although the book’s focus is on contemporary
relationships, we are taken a step back in time and away from New
South Wales through the revealing of the moving story of William
Cooper, which is pivotal in the annals of Jewish and Aboriginal history .
and commemorated in Israel. Cooper led a delegation to the German

" Consulate in Melbourne in 1938 to protest against the persecution of

Jews in Germany. | was fortunate to beat the commemoration event at
the Jewish Holocaust Museum in Melbourne in 2002 and to hear the
stirring words of Justice Marcus Einfeld and the ovation that followed.

‘Marcus Einfeld is among the prominent Jewish leaders honoured in

this book, through his exposure in 1988 of the shameful conditions
confronting the Aboriginal community of Toomelah.

Other accounts are less well-known and Jewish involvement in
Indigenous rights campaigns has not always achieved headlines. The

. text provides an opportunity to also bring the quiet achievers into the

public sphere, with the stories of partnerships before recongiliation
became mainsiream. Among the earliest forms of engagement by
Jewish participants were the courageous Freedom Ride of 1965
and membership of the Federal Council for the Advancement of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, a body which spearheaded the
1967 F_iefefendum that removed discriminatory. provisions from ‘the
constitution. Through actions past and present, those who feature in
the narratives present as role models for Jewish community members
to build on the achievements to date and to recognise the work still to

be done.

The book is not overtly political, though, as its title suggests, it
‘is about relationships and how the formulation of partnerships can
“bring about powerful change in people’s lives. From my-human rights
perspective, itis somewhat of an omission to not engage more critically
in the political realm when the politics of oppression has dominated the
lives of both Jewish and Indigenous people. There is also the question
of moral responsibility in questions of political activism, with the need
for Jewish voices to acknowledge their overcoming of oppression and
how this creates an imperative to work in partnership with those who

~ have had less fortunate lives.
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