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Becoming Un-Orthodox is clear and readable, eschewing the jargon so prevalent in contemporary 
anthropological studies that touch upon identity transformation. And while the book might have 
benefitted from engaging with some of the insightful scholarship on this topic emerging from Israel 
in recent years, it still presents a sharp analysis of a subject which is central to understanding the 
shape of Judaism in the early 21st century. 

Yoel Finkelman, The National Library of Israel

Drazin, Israel. Unusual Bible Interpretations. New York: Gefen, 2014. 207 pp. $24.95. (9789652297082).
Unusual Bible Interpretations is Drazin’s 21st book of Biblical commentary, and it seems as though he titled 

these commentaries as “unusual” because they didn’t fit into his other books. The book is arranged by the weekly 
parasha (Torah portion) and can be read for a weekly insight into the Torah text. Many of the commentaries are 
based on Mikra ki-peshuto (= “The Bible Literally,” Berlin, 1899) by Arnold Ehrlich (1848-1919).

This book is problematic on many levels: Drazin needs a copy editor; the bibliography is inconsistent 
and contains mistakes, and many of his notes and comments are repeated on different pages. Thus, for 
example, on page 85 he discusses why the letter aleph in the word Va-yikra is small; then again on page 
139 he provides this same explanation only worded differently. The biggest error occurs on page 122 
where he provides four lines with the reason Yehoshua is spelled with a “J.” His explanation is at fault, 
and when an author makes a mistake in an aspect I know well, I am skeptical of the entire work. 

While this work is insightful and will open your mind to interesting commentaries outside of the 
jaundiced eyes of ArtScroll, you must only accept what you read as entertainment, not scholarship. It 
is an interesting purchase for a home library and an optional purchase for other libraries. 

Daniel D. Stuhlman, Malcolm X College Library, Chicago, IL

Enoch, Reuvan (ed). התרגום המסורתי של יהודי גאורגיה להגדה של פסח The Passover Haggadah in 
Judaeo-Georgian : a critical edition. Jerusalem: The Hebrew University Magnes Press, 2014. 269 pp. 
$26.00. (ʻEdah ṿe-lashon, 32). Also available as an eBook.

This book was created to save the Georgian linguistic tradition of the Passover haggadah. In the 
Soviet Era, Passover traditions waned and Jewish education was difficult. Later the majority of Georgian 
Jews emigrated to Israel where they learned Hebrew and no longer needed the archaic translation. This 
book provides the translation in Georgian and romanized characters; neither translation is completely 
accurate to the Hebrew. There may be some deliberate missing words and some misunderstandings of 
the Hebrew text. The archaic Georgian vocabulary will be of interest to scholars of the dialectology of 
the Georgian language. This book will find a place only in an academic or scholarly library.

Daniel D. Stuhlman, Malcolm X College Library, Chicago, IL

Frakes, Jerold D (ed and trans). Early Yiddish Epic (Judaic Traditions in Literature, Music and Art). 
Syracuse: Syracuse University Press. 2014. 464 pp. $59.95. (9789815633556).

The field of Yiddish epic poetry has yielded new discoveries in recent years, although compared 
to other languages, this broad and deep literary tradition has received little scholarship. Professor 
Jerold D. Frakes, a medievalist and specialist in early Yiddish, has produced a substantial volume with 
translations of texts, accompanied by detailed notes, appendices and a bibliography. This collection 
makes texts accessible while also providing essential commentary and bringing a much-needed critical 
eye to issues of translation. 

The epics included here are divided into two categories: midrashic and secular. Each epic or excerpt 
thereof includes a short introduction with the source, edition, translation, and research sources. The 
Yiddish epic tradition began in the fourteenth century and was quite active, although only a few dozen 
are extant today. Midrashic epics were based on biblical topics, such as Seyfer Shmuel (Shmuel bukh), 
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