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of Mandatory Palestine. Essays on Harry Truman and Winston Churchill argue that they were not the 
friends of Zionism some maintain. There is another on the 1930 British government white paper which, 
if implemented, would have severely damaged the Zionist project. A pair of essays is devoted to Haj 
Amin al Husayni, the fiercely anti-Zionist Mufti of Jerusalem. This is a fitting follow up to Dr. Cohen’s 
well regarded 2014 tome Britain’s Moment in Palestine: Retrospect and Perspectives, 1917-48. 

Shmuel Ben-Gad, Gelman Library, George Washington University.

Eisenberg, Ellen. The Jewish Oregon Story: 1950-2010. Oregon State University Press, Corvallis. 2016. 
316 pp. $24.95. (9780870718694).

The past thirty years have seen an enormous upsurge in local and regional Jewish historical writing. 
In 1987, Steven Lowenstein’s The Jews of Oregon chronicled that state’s Jewish community from 1850 
through 1950. The History Press has also published a pictorial history of Portland by Polina Olsen. 
Now Ellen Eisenberg, a local scholar of Western Jewish history, has moved the story forward.

Rather than tell the story chronologically, Eisenberg has selected several themes to describe the 
Oregon experience. Each chapter explores a different aspect of the community. Chapter one provides 
an overview of the community’s rebirth in the 1960s and 1970s, after the demolition of its historic old 
neighborhood. Chapter two discusses how the Portland community arrived, grew and then dispersed 
after World War II. The third chapter examines the changing and expanding role of women beginning 
in the 1960s, and the fourth chapter reviews the Jewish role in social action, particularly during the Civil 
Rights era. Internal Jewish dialog and politics, from the Six-Day War through the Two-State Solution 
debate is covered in chapter five, and chapter six concludes the book by describing the development of 
Oregon’s unique, sometimes quirky contemporary Jewish life. 

This book is clearly a labor of love, and a valuable local resource. It will be of interest primarily to 
academic libraries developing large collections of local Jewish history. Its greatest value is in explaining 
how Portland Jewry left its historic downtown hub and re-constructed itself. Regrettably, much of it is 
“inside baseball;” without knowing who’s who, the story loses some of its value as either a cautionary 
tale or an inspirational one. And while there is some coverage of smaller communities (Salem, Corvallis, 
etc.), almost all of the text is Portland-centered. 

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Eldar, Ilan. הבלשנות העברית בימי הביניים: טקסטים ומחקרים  (Hebrew Language Study in the Middle Ages: 
Texts and Studies). Jerusalem, Hebrew University, Israel: Magnes Press, 2016. 411 pp. $35.72. 
(9789654938648). Hebrew.

Hebrew Language Study in the Middle Ages is a collection of twenty newly edited and updated research 
articles written by Professor Ilan Eldar. Eldar has been working and publishing in this area since 1937. 
His new book pulls together his previous research into linguistic theory and reading in the Middle 
Ages and adds new insights.  

The work is divided into two main parts: 1. The Hebrew Language; 2. The Reading of the Bible. 
Each chapter begins with an introduction and is structured in the same way. All aspects of the Hebrew 
language, including its origins; how it has been influenced by other languages (mainly Arabic); the 
ways in which it was studied by the Jews of Europe and in the Yemen; grammatical concepts like the 
trilateral root; the use of vowels and the study of vowel length, as well as the editing of dictionaries 
and grammars, are examined here. The book concludes with detailed indices, including an index of 
bibliographic abbreviations; an index of linguistic terms; lists of names of authors and places, and an 
index of previous papers.

Eldar’s Hebrew Language Study in the Middle Ages will enrich every academic library that deals with the 
development of the Hebrew language. Hopefully it will be translated into English and other languages. 

Nira Wolfe, Highland Park, IL
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