Reviews of Nonfiction Titles for Adults

Bar, Doron. 1904-1967  קבורתם בשנית של אנשי שם יהודיים באדמת ארץ ישראל:( אידאולוגיה ונוף סמליIdeology
and Landscape: Reinternment of Renowned Jews in the Land of Israel 1904-1967). Jerusalem, Israel:
The Hebrew University Magnes Press, 2015. 252 pp. $24.45. (9789654938280). In Hebrew.
Ideology and Landscape is a unique reference book which charts the relocation and reburial of the
remains of Jewish and Zionist leaders in the land of Israel during the 20th century. According to Jewish
law, the possibility of moving a grave is greatly restricted. In general, it is forbidden to reintern a body.
Such an event is considered disrespectful to the deceased whose soul can experience pain during the
process. Though there are very few exceptions to this rule, one exception to emerge in modern times is
reinternment in order to be buried in the Land of Israel. The ideology of such a process has created a
kind of “civil religious” law in addition to Jewish halakhah (law).
The book comprises eight fully researched chapters, supported by extensive and illuminating
footnotes, tracing the diverse procedures, over the course of the 20th century, of welcoming home
recognized Jewish figures after their death. Such historical figures included Theodore Herzl, Zeev
Jabotinsky, Haim Nahman Bialik, Baron Binyamin Edmund Rothschild, NILI underground members,
ETSEL and LEHI martyrs, to name just a few on an almost endless list.
The book concludes with an explanation of the ideological and symbolic manifestations of Jewish
reinternments in various locations of the land of Israel. A meticulous bibliography and index are most
helpful in this dense historical volume, and archival photographs bring life to the text.
Ideology and Landscape answers many questions regarding the history of the Zionist movement and
the creation of the state of Israel. It should be included in any academic library with works on Jewish
history. Hopefully it will be translated into English and other languages.
Nira G. Wolfe, Highland Park, IL
Baretz, Julie. The Bible on Location: Off the Beaten Path in Ancient & Modern Israel. Lincoln, NE/
Jewish Publication Society, 2015. 344 pp. $19.95. (9780827612228).
Visitors to Israel usually see the main attractions such as the Old City of Jerusalem, Masada, and the
Dead Sea, but there is so much more in this small but historically rich land. Julie Baretz, a tour guide
licensed by the Israel Government Tour Guides training program, provides a guide to twenty-one sites
off the beaten track where events recounted in the Bible took place. Using the books of Joshua, Judges,
Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, Ezra, and Nehemiah, she goes to a number of sites including Jericho,
Mount Tabor, Bethlehem, Ein Gedi, Mount Carmel, and Jezreel. The sites are listed on a timeline at the
beginning of the book and presented in chronological order. Each entry includes a map, color illustrations,
historical context, appropriate passages from the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible), and the author’s commentary
on the passage. An appendix contains information on finding the sites, opening hours, and nearby places
of interest that tourists may visit. An extensive bibliography offers resources for further text study. This
is a wonderful resource for anyone who wishes to add a spiritual dimension to travel in Israel.
Barbara M. Bibel, Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley, CA.
Belmont, Yemima. To Cross the Line with a Bridge. Israel: Rabbeinu Publishers. 2015. 166 pp. $16.95. (9781936778409).
Author Yemima Belmont intended her book, To Cross the Line with a Bridge, to be an exploration of
the rift between religious and secular Israelis and to offer a bridge of understanding and reconciliation
between the two groups. Yet, Belmont’s book is an offensive, disjointed repudiation of any Israeli
culture that does not to conform to ultra-Orthodox mores. Belmont recommends more compromise on
the part of secular Jews than she demands of religious Jews.
Through conversations between Yemima, a teacher, and her student, Ruti, a married Chasidic housewife,
whose husband recently renounced Orthodoxy, shaved his payos (sidelocks), stopped observing Shabbos
and moved the family out of the religious community, Belmont betrays her view that her ideal Israel is
one in which everyone conforms to collective behavior, rather than to the voice of one’s conscience. Her
dismissal of those who reject Orthodoxy is offensive and inflammatory and downright frightening.
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