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Prof. Pelli’s newest
book released

Professor Moshe Pelli,
former director of the UCF
Judaic Studies, and Abe and
Tess Wise Endowed Professor
of Judaic Studies, has just
published his newbook by the
Hebrew University’s Magnes
Press in Jerusalem.

The book is titled Kochvei
Yitzhak, The Journal of the
Haskalah in the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire (1845-1873).
It is a monograph and an an-
notated, computerized index
tothe periodical thathasbeen
published for an extended pe-
riod of 28 years, in 37 issues.

This is the sixth book in
the series of monograph§
and annotated indices on
the periodicals of the Hebrew
Haskalah [Enlightenment] in
the 18th and 19th centuries.
It is published in Hebrew, as
is the language of the journal,
with an English abstract, an
extensive bibliography, and
supplementary data about
that periodical.

This 620-page book deals
with many aspects of Kochvei
Yitzhak, covering the literary,
scholarly and timely articles
- published in that periodical.
It discusses and analyzes the
writings of various authors
who contributed to the jour-
nal, and addressed major is-
sues of the times comrontmg
the Jewish communities in
Europe. Theseauthors. poets,
creative writers, scholars,
teachers and progressive rab-
bis, promoted the ideology of
the Haskalah. Theyadvocated
improving and modernizing
Jewish education, fostering
theideals of humanism. open-
ness to the European cu
and advocating te r
Judaism and its prac
They aspired to improve the
social and cultural condition
of the Jews by introducing the
study of the sciences, modern
languages, and modern disci-
plines into the curriculum in
order to enable voung Jews to
acquireapractical profession.

The Indices to the journal
Kochvei Yitzhak published in
this book were created by a

ure,

Prof. Pelli’s newest book,
‘Kochvei Yitzhak, The Jour-
nal of the Haskalah in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire
(1845-1873)°

computer program prepared
especially for this project.
They are cross-referenced,
annotated, alphabetized, and
author-and-subject listed.
They cover all articles, es-
says, creative writings, and
scholarly studies on a variety
of topics in Jewish and He-
brew Studies, such as Biblical
commentaries, and learned
studies on the Hebrew lan-
guage, Jewish history, and
Jewish education. They also
cite newly discovered me-
dieval Hebrew manuscripts
as well as their critique and
studies of their authors. Also
included are various genres™®
in belles lettres: poems,
stories, satires, epigrams,
biographies, dialogues, and
timely articles about current
eventsinJewishsocietyinthe
Austro-Hungarian Empire.
Annotations were added to
mostentries, highlightingma-
jor ideas and topics discussed
in each entry, and identifying
authors, deciphering initials,
and providing cross-referenc-
es and some bibliographical
data of cited and reviewed
books. In addition, the notes
update bibliographical infor-
mation on related subjects in
modern scholarship.
Thejournal’s editorial goal,
asstated on the title page, was
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to encourage creative writing
in Hebrew, and to develop
an interest in the Hebrew
language and its literature
among its readers. It also
promoted the ideasand ideals

the surrounding cultures, the
modernization of Judaism,
and rejection of superstitious
beliefs and practices.

For some thirty year (1845
to 1873), Kochvei Yitzhak
became the mouthplece of
Haskalah, addressing the

literary and Haska ah needs

—of Haskalah in the context of

Austro-Hungarian Em

of writers and readers in the

ire

andbeyond, including Galicia.
Several topics and issues,
which were highlighted in
the journal, became of prime
importance to the H~>..

at that time and represen
its ideology and goals.




