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Yiddish page

Comedy show April 21st
When

I started
d o i n g
comedy
p e o p l e
g o t
s u p e r
exci ted
because

artists on the autism spectrum were
underrepresented. Skip four years
later to  April 21st to celebrate
Autism Awareness Month, and I am
super excited to be putting on a
show starting at 8 pm at Wee
Johnnies (177 McDermott Street)
where I will be sharing a stage with
other artists on the autism spectrum
doing a variety of acts. 

There will be artists doing poetry
and sketch, as well as stand-up
comedy. This is a really exciting
event because, up until now, while
there will be an autism march on
April 2nd which will be focused on
raising attention about autism, there
has been nothing celebrating the
gifts that already exist within the
autism community. 

Marches focused on raising
awareness are great for getting
attention from the outside world,
but they can get pretty depressing
as they are about focusing on making changes for things that you
don’t have. A concert like this, on the other hand, celebrates what the
community does have. It shows people that  other people within the
community and outside of the community, as well as us, ourselves,
that yes - there are challenges we still need to overcome, but people
with autism are just as capable of creating something beautiful as
anyone else. 

This is also a great way of sharing the spotlight with other artists
who have not had the same opportunities that I have had to get their
voices out and may not often get chances to showcase their abilities
and get praise for being as incredible as they are. 

Tickets are $10 and can be bought at the door.
The show will also be a fundraiser for my children’s book, Ana

and the Substitute Teacher, which shares the message that being dif-
ferent can be great, but, in the end we all want to play together and
be accepted. It also showcases a female protagonist on the autism
spectrum, which has traditionally been a very underrepresented
group. I am planning on giving away free copies to schools and
libraries, so if anyone’s school is interested contact me at adamm-
lis23@gmail.com. I am happy to say that the Autism Society of
Manitoba will come on board and help sponsor this endeavour. If
you want to contribute you can buy a personal copy at McNally’s or
on Amazon. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Shimen Dzigan and Yisroel Schumacher were the most famous

Yiddish comedians alive. Born and raised in Lodz they survived the
war in Russia and eventually settled in Israel fighting for the rights
of Yiddish. Diego Rotman from the Hebrew University tells their
amazing life story in his book “The Stage as a Temporary Home: On
Dzigan and Shumacher’s Theater (1927-1980). The book is a fasci-
nating and detailed homage to these comic giants. 

Upcoming Jewish Radio Hours
On April 1/18 the Jewish Radio Hour hosts Sid Halpern and

Rochelle Zucker will both feature Passover themed programs. Sid's
show is dedicated to the memory of Max Labovitch, who passed
away on January 14th,

Lyle Smordin will host the first half hour on April 8th.  
You can listen to past presentations, such as Regine Frankel's

interview with Rabbi Yossi Benarroch,  on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
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Adam in a previous perfor-
mace doing stand-up come-
dy (2013 photo)




