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1557.	 [Exod 20:1-17] Debora Tonelli, Der Dekalog: Eine retrospektive Betrachtung 
(SBS 239; Stuttgart: KBW, 2017). Pp. 237. Paper €30. ISBN 978-3-460-03394-8.

This volume is the German translation of a work that appeared in Italian in 2010 and 
was abstracted in OTA 34 (2011) #1440.—C.T.B.

1558.	 [Deuteronomy] Jeffrey H. Tigay, Deuteronomy: Introduction and Commentary 
(Mikra Leyisra <el; A Bible Commentary for Israel; Tel Aviv: Am Oved/Jerusalem: 
Magnes, 2016). 2 vols. Pp. 913 (Hebrew). N.I.S. 228. ISBN 978-965-13-2577-9.

This is a Hebrew-language commentary on the Book of Deuteronomy in two vol-
umes. In the introduction T. offers a detailed description of the book, including the origin of 
its name, versions, structure, main topics of the component laws and the principles of their 
arrangement. A bibliography concludes this introductory chapter. The commentary part of 
these volumes utilizes the following format: citation of the text of the given passage, fol-
lowed by discussion of its primary topics and exegesis of phrases and words used. A series 
of appendixes round off the commentary. The second volume concludes with the index of 
biblical and extrabiblical sources.—I.K.

1559.	 [Deuteronomy 7] Arie Verslius, The Command to Exterminate the Canaanites: 
Deuteronomy 7 (OTS 71; Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2017). Pp. xii + 437. $203, €167. 
ISBN 978-90-04-33798-5.

V. seeks to discern the original meaning and ongoing significance of the divine 
command to kill all the Canaanites in Deuteronomy 7. After a short introduction, chap. 
1 provides a detailed exegetical study of Deuteronomy 7 with critical notes, a summary 
concerning all the lists of nations in the OT, and a detailed excursus on the meaning and 
use of the term ḥērem. He concludes that Deuteronomy 7 is a literary unity. In chap. 3, V. 
considers the context of chap. 7 within Deuteronomy as a whole, its extermination com-
mand in relation to Exod 23:20-33; 34:11-16, and the wider OT context. The command is 
not an end in itself, but a means to keep Israel serving Yhwh exclusively, while in other 
OT texts the Canaanites are presented as partly exterminated, and partly incorporated into 
Israel. In chap. 4, V. considers mixed evidence for the historicity of the nations cited in the 
OT lists and the practices attributed to them and then the dating of Deuteronomy’s exter-
mination command. The command is widely attested and likely pre-dates the 7th century, 
given the apparent allusions to it in Judges 5 and Amos 2. The command enjoins an actual 
rather than a merely metaphorical extermination. In chap. 5, V. reviews major theological 
interpretations of the extermination command and offers his own: the command represents 
a one-time command reflecting God’s love for Israel and hatred of sin. It does not justify 
subsequent genocides, but does reflect a major part of the biblical tradition and reveals a 
facet of the character of the biblical God.—D.A.B.

1560.	 [Deut 10:12–11:32] Thomas Karimmundakal, A Call to Commitment: An Exe-
getical and Theological Study of Deut 10,12–11,32 (FzB 135; Würzburg: Echter, 
2017). Pp. 371. Paper €36. ISBN 978-3-429-04400-8.

This monograph makes available in published form K.’s 2016 Innsbruck University 
dissertation (Georg Fischer, director). Its focus is on the 5th and final in a series of parenetic 
discourses that make up Deuteronomy 6–11, i.e., 10:12–11:32. K.’s study of this segment 
unfolds in four chapters: (1) approaching the text (delimitation of the unit, context of the unit, 




