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Postel, a French orientalist, mathematician, and mystic visionary, was unique among Christian
Hebraists. While the 16th century is marked by Christian interest in Jewish mysticism, all these Christian
Hebraists understood the importance of learning biblical and rabbinic Hebrew in their search for the
meaning of the Hebrew Bible. Many of these Christian Hebraists had immense respect for Hebraic
learning and were defenders of Hebrew books.

In 1547, in Venice, Guillaume Postel, purchased a Zohar manuscript from Daniel Bomberg. That copy was
the one he studied together with Mother Johanna and the one he used as the source for his Latin translation of
this treatise. Judith Weiss” work makes a most positive contribution to the scholarly treatment of Postel’'s work
by focusing on Postel’'s commentaries on the Zohar, which are presented in the original Latin together with her
Hebrew translation. Weiss also provides introductions and notes, elucidating Postel’s unique perception of the
Zohar and the mysticism. Postel’s Latin translation and commentary on the Zohar is within the context of his
elaborate messianic theological understanding which he based on his interpretation of Kabbalistic concepts.
Postel produced the first comprehensive though not complete Latin translation of the Zohar. Weiss had done
an excellent job in bringing this work to the attention of the scholarly community. Highly recommended for
all academic libraries, particularly classicist and theological collections.

David B Levy, Touro College, NYC



	_GoBack
	_bg38f7fvrd9
	_zgg0nmdfuudp
	_qnv9ml9omrrt
	_69fzo18l883b
	_1cewdb9c0nwv
	_5zn4qupvigrn
	_bz2526hiwiz7
	_nx6roaabrw2l
	_5us5q9qh6cmb
	_gs8nu3nlp3ur
	_joqhit8obqi
	_h7xps43bfycq
	_y7mc8bjode6
	_an68t0ldnn2w
	_fk0q0v105kez
	_usjlmgha6ghl
	_wtrab033cgzg
	_nypqlqbieuay
	_nevo70fqc8k5
	_befuhevyeyke
	_phrj3soezdfo
	_wx9bq48s4vxx
	_gjdgxs
	_GoBack

