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Alongside Cantor’s entertainment career, the book comments extensively on his involvement in 
social and political issues. This includes his participation in the labor movement (as an early leader of 
the Screen Actors Guild); his promotion of charitable causes (he helped launch the March of Dimes); 
his warnings about the evils of Nazi Germany during the 1930s and his later support for WWII efforts; 
his many activities in support of Jewish causes, especially Youth Aliyah, Hadassah, and the post-war 
Displaced Persons; and his support of Israel. Though his popularity waned after World War II, he 
continued to sponsor causes—particularly Jewish ones—that he believed in. 

Cantor has been overlooked over the half-century since his death. But this useful book restores 
him to prominence. The tone is positive, though there are indications of less-lovable traits. The story 
is sprinkled with wonderful photographs, and there are extensive notes with useful information. 
Regrettably, the index is woefully incomplete, with many significant topics missing. Overall, though, 
the book is recommended for all levels of Judaica library. 

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Weiss, Judith (trans). על איחוד הטבע והחסד (On the Conciliation of Nature and Grace: A Latin Translation 
and Commentary on the Zohar by Guillaume Postel (1510-1581)), Jerusalem: Hebrew University 
Magnes Press, 2017. 373 pp. $33.00. (9789657759288).

Postel, a French orientalist, mathematician, and mystic visionary, was unique among Christian 
Hebraists. While the 16th century is marked by Christian interest in Jewish mysticism, all these Christian 
Hebraists understood the importance of learning biblical and rabbinic Hebrew in their search for the 
meaning of the Hebrew Bible. Many of these Christian Hebraists had immense respect for Hebraic 
learning and were defenders of Hebrew books.

In 1547, in Venice, Guillaume Postel, purchased a Zohar manuscript from Daniel Bomberg. That copy was 
the one he studied together with Mother Johanna and the one he used as the source for his Latin translation of 
this treatise. Judith Weiss’ work makes a most positive contribution to the scholarly treatment of Postel’s work 
by focusing on Postel’s commentaries on the Zohar, which are presented in the original Latin together with her 
Hebrew translation. Weiss also provides introductions and notes, elucidating Postel’s unique perception of the 
Zohar and the mysticism. Postel’s Latin translation and commentary on the Zohar is within the context of his 
elaborate messianic theological understanding which he based on his interpretation of Kabbalistic concepts. 
Postel produced the first comprehensive though not complete Latin translation of the Zohar. Weiss had done 
an excellent job in bringing this work to the attention of the scholarly community. Highly recommended for 
all academic libraries, particularly classicist and theological collections. 

David B Levy, Touro College, NYC

Wimpfheimer, Barry Scott. The Talmud: a Biography. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
2018. 320 pp. $26.95. (9780691161846).

The Talmud, over 1500 years old, is the primary rabbinic text of Rabbinic Judaism and comprises 
both the Mishna and the Gemara. The Talmud consists of 63 individual books, or tractates and in 
standard print runs nearly 6,200 pages long. Although primarily a legal text, and to this very day the 
ultimate source of Jewish religious law, it contains so much more.

Wimpfheimer does a brilliant job telling the story of the Talmud and embraces a unique method 
of doing so, namely, writing a biography of a ‘book.’ As Wimpfheimer explains: “for as long as the 
Talmud has been a canonical work, it has serviced as a symbol of Judaism, Jewishness, and Jews. It is 
this Talmudic personification in the emblematic register that most entitles the Talmud to a biography.”

The Talmud: A Biography is divided into three conceptual categories: (i) Essential Talmud, (ii) 
Enhanced Talmud, and (iii) Emblematic Talmud. The essential Talmud (discussed in chapters 1 and 
2) focuses on the history, creation, form, and structure of the Talmud. The enhanced Talmud (chapter 
3) centers on how the Talmud became canonical and central as religious literature. The emblematic 
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