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‡Â·Ó‡È

‡Â·Ó

˘˘‰ ‰‡Ó‰ ÚˆÓ‡· ¯·ÂÁ (‡"˘¯) ı·˜Ï‡ ‰ÓÏ˘ '¯ ˙‡Ó 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' ÔÂÓÊÙ‰
˙Ú·Â Â˙ÂÚÓ˘Ó ,¯È˘ ÏÎÎ .˙·˘ ˙Ï·˜ ¯„Ò· ·ÈÎ¯ÓÎ ÚÂ„È‰ ÏÎÎ ,˙Ùˆ· ‰¯˘Ú
‰ÎÂ¯Î 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' ˙ÂÚÓ˘Ó ‰ÏÈÙ˙ ¯„Ò· ·ÈÎ¯Ó ¯Â˙· .ÂÎÂ˙ÓÂ Â˙¯ÂˆÓ ,ÂÂ˘ÏÓ
,Â˙¯ÈÓ‡ ÔÓÊ :ÌÈÓ¯Â‚ ‰˘ÂÏ˘ ÏÚ ˙ÒÒÂ·Ó ˙ÂÈÒ˜Ë‰ .ÚˆÂ·Ó ‡Â‰ ‰·˘ ˙ÂÈÒ˜Ë· Ì‚
˙Ï·˜ ¯„Ò Ï˘ Â·ÈË·Â Â¯˘˜‰· ÌÈÈÂÏ˙ ÂÏ‡ ˙˘ÂÏ˘ .Â˙¯ÈÓ‡ ÔÙÂ‡Â Â˙¯ÈÓ‡ ÌÂ˜Ó
‰ÏÂÚ ¯ÙÒ‰ È˜¯Ù ˙˘ÓÁ· ‰Ï‡ ÌÈ‡˘Â· ÂÂÈ„Ó .‡"˘¯ Ï˘ Â‚ÂÁ· ˘·‚˙‰˘ ˙·˘
‰ÎÏ' ÔÈ‡ :‡È‰ Â¯˜ÁÓ ˙ÓÒÒ ÔÎÏ .‰Ï·˜‰ ˙¯Â˙ ‡Â‰ ÔÂÓÊÙ‰ ˙ÂÚÓ˘ÓÏ Á˙ÙÓ‰˘

.Â„ÂÒ È„ÈÓ ‡ˆÂÈ 'È„Â„
˘·‚˙‰˘ ˙·˘ ˙Ï·˜ ¯„ÒÓ ˜ÏÁÎ 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' Ï˘ Â„Â˜Ù˙· Ô„ ÔÂ˘‡¯‰ ˜¯Ù‰
‰Ú· ‰Ê „ÓÚÓÏ ÚÂ·˜‰ È‚¯ÂËÈÏ‰ Ò˜Ë‰ ˙ÂÁ˙Ù˙‰ .‰¯˘Ú ˘˘‰ ‰‡Ó· ˙Ùˆ·
ÌÈÙ ˙Ï·˜‰Î ‰ÒÙ˙ ˙·˘ ˙Ï·˜ .˙Ùˆ· ˙·˘‰ ˙Ï·˜ Ï˘ ˙È„ÓÓ ·¯‰ ‰ÒÈÙ˙‰Ó
˙·˘‰ ,„ÂÚÂ .‰ÎÏÓÎÂ ‰ÏÎÎ ˙·˘‰ ÈÂÓÈ„ ˙Â„ÏÂ˙ ÌÓˆÚ Ì‰˘ ,˙ÂÎÏÓ ˙Ï·˜ÎÂ
ÈÂ˘Ï‰ ÛÂ¯Èˆ· ÌÈ‚ÊÓ˙Ó ÂÏ‡ ÌÈ„ÓÓ .‰¯˙Î‰ ÌÂÈÎÂ ÔÈ‡Â˘È ÌÂÈÎ ‰·Â‰ ‰ÓˆÚ
.˙·˘ ÏÂÚ ˙Ï·˜ Ô‰ ˙·˘ ÈÙ ˙Ï·˜ Ô‰ ÌÈÙ È˘Ï ÚÓ˙˘Ó‰ ÛÂ¯Èˆ ,˙·˘ ˙Ï·˜

Â˙¯Âˆ· ,ÂÂ˘Ï· ˜ÒÂÚ ‡Â‰ .'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' Ï˘ ˙Â˘¯Ù‰ ˙ÈÈÚ·· Ô„ È˘‰ ˜¯Ù‰
ÌÈÈÂËÈ· ‚ÂÙÒ ‡Â‰Â ,‡¯˜Ó‰ ÔÂ˘Ï ˙¯‰Ë ÏÚ ·˙Î 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' .Â‰·Ó Ï˘ ¯ÒÓ·Â
ÂÎ¯Âˆ ÏÎ ˘¯Ù˙Ó ‡Â‰ ÔÈ‡ ˙‡Ê ÌÚ .ÌÏ˘ „Á‡ ˜ÂÒÙ ÂÏÂ Â· ÔÈ‡ ÈÎ Ì‡ ,ÌÈÈ‡¯˜Ó

.‰Ï·˜‰ Ú˜¯ ÏÚ ˜¯ ‡Ï‡ ˘¯„Ó‰ Ú˜¯ ÏÚ ‡Ï Û‡Â ‡¯˜Ó‰ Ú˜¯ ÏÚ
È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' ,ÍÈ¯„Ó· „˜Ó˙Ó ‡Â‰ .'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' Ï˘ ÂÎÂ˙· Ô„ È˘ÈÏ˘‰ ˜¯Ù‰
‰Ê ÔÂÈÚ¯ .ÌÈÂÈÏÚ‰ ˙ÓÊÈ· ‰ÈÂÏ˙‰ ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÔÂÈÚ¯·Â '‰Ï·˜ ˙·˘ ÈÙ ‰ÏÎ ˙‡¯˜Ï
ÏÎ ËÚÓÎ ÌˆÚ· .Ë¯Ù· ,‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÔÈÚÓ ‡È‰˘ ,˙·˘‰ ÏÚÂ ÏÏÎ· ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÏÚ ÏÁ
˙Â·˜Ú· ¯¯·˙Ó ÍÎ .ÍÈ¯„Ó· ˙ÂÂÓË ÂÈ„·¯ ÏÎÏ ÔÂÓÊÙ‰ Ï˘ ˙ÂÂ˘‰ ˙ÂÈÂÚÓ˘Ó‰
‰ÙÂÓ È„Â„ ÈÂÈÎ‰ .‰ÏÎ‰Â „Â„‰ ÂÈÈ‰„ ,˘¯ÂÙÓ· Â· ÌÈÏÚÂÙ‰ ÌÈÙ˙˙˘Ó‰ ÈÂ‰ÈÊ
:˙ÂÁÙÏ ÌÈ¯Â˘ÈÓ ‰Ú·¯‡· ÏÚÂÙ ‰ÏÎ ÈÂÈÎ‰ .‰ÏÎ‰ ˙‡¯˜Ï ˙ÎÏÏ ˘˜·˙Ó‰ ‰"·˜Ï
,Ï‡¯˘È ˙ÒÎ ˙‡ ˙ÓÒÓ ‡È‰ È˘Â‡‰ ¯Â˘ÈÓ· .ÈÓÊ‰Â È·Á¯Ó‰ ,È˙¯ÈÙÒ‰ ,È˘Â‡‰
·Á¯Ó‰ ¯Â˘ÈÓ· ,‰ÈÎ˘‰ ˙‡ ÂÈÈ‰ ˙ÂÎÏÓ ˙¯ÈÙÒ ˙‡ ˙ÓÒÓ ‡È‰ ˙Â¯ÈÙÒ‰ ¯Â˘ÈÓ·
‰"·˜‰˘ ‰Ú˘· .˙·˘‰ ˙‡ ˙ÓÒÓ ‡È‰ ÔÓÊ‰ ¯Â˘ÈÓ·Â ÌÈÏ˘Â¯È ˙‡ ˙ÓÒÓ ‡È‰
ÌÚ „ÁÈÈ˙‰Ï ˙¯‡Ù˙ ˙¯ÈÙÒ ‡ÂÙ‡ ˙˘˜·˙Ó ,Ï‡¯˘È ˙ÒÎ ˙‡¯˜Ï ˙˘‚Ï ˘˜·˙Ó
˙·˘ ÈÙ ˙‡ Ï·˜Ï y Ô˙Á‰ „Â„‰Â ,ÌÈÏ˘Â¯ÈÏ ·Â˘Ï ˘˜·˙Ó Ï‡‰ ,˙ÂÎÏÓ ˙¯ÈÙÒ

.‰ÏÎ‰
˜¯Ù· ÔÂÈ„‰Ó .'ÈˆÂ¯Ù˙ Ï‡Ó˘Â ÔÈÓÈ' ,˙ÈÈÓ˘‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ· Ô„ ÈÚÈ·¯‰ ˜¯Ù‰
˙Â¯ÈÙÒ‰ ÌÏÂÚÏ ˙ÂÈÙ‰· ‰ˆÓ˙Ó ÂÈ‡ 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' Ï˘ ÈÏ·˜‰ „ÂÒ‰˘ ‰ÏÂÚ ‰Ê



‡Â·Ó ·È

˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ· Û˜˙˘Ó‰ ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÔÂÈÚ¯ .È¯ÂËÒÈ‰-ÈËÈÏÂÙ‰ ÌÏÂÚÏ Ì‚ ı¯Ù˙Ó Ì‡ ÈÎ
ÌÈ¯Â˘ÈÓ‰ Ì˙Â‡· ‰˘Â„˜‰ ˙Â·Á¯˙‰ È„È ÏÚ ÂÏÂÎ ÌÏÂÚ‰ ˙ÏÂ‡‚· „˜Ó˙Ó ÂÊ
˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ‰ .ÔÓÊ·Â ·Á¯Ó· ,˙Â¯ÈÙÒ· ,È˘Â‡‰ ¯Â˘ÈÓ· ÂÈÈ‰„ ,ÍÈ¯„Ó· Â‡ˆÓ˘
,˙·˘ÏÂ ÌÈÏ˘Â¯ÈÏ ,˙ÂÎÏÓ ˙¯ÈÙÒÏ ,Ï‡¯˘È ˙ÒÎÏ ˙ÈÙÂÓ 'ÈˆÂ¯Ù˙ Ï‡Ó˘Â ÔÈÓÈ'
˙·˘‰ ˙˘Â„˜ ıÂ¯Ù· .‰È„ÓÓ ÏÎ ÏÚ ˙·˘ ÂÏÂÎ˘ ÌÂÈÏ ÌÏÂÚ‰ ˙‡ ÍÂÙ‰Ï È„Î
‰˘Â„˜‰ ˙¯ÈÊ· ‰ÏÂÎ ˙Â˘Â‡‰ ‡Â·˙ ,ÌÏÂÚ‰ ÏÎÏ ı¯‡‰ ˙˘Â„˜Â ÚÂ·˘‰ ÏÎÏ
·Á¯ÓÏ ˜¯ ‡Ï ˙ÂÂÎÓ ‰Ï‡Ó˘Â ‰ÈÓÈ ‰ˆÈ¯Ù‰ .‰ÈÎ˘‰ ÈÙÎ ˙Á˙ dÒÎÈ‰·
.˙Â¯ˆ‰Â Ì‡ÏÒ‡‰ ˙‡ ÌÈÈÈˆÓ Ï‡Ó˘Â ÔÈÓÈ È¯‰˘ ,‰ÏÂÎ ˙Â˘Â‡Ï Ì‡ ÈÎ ÔÓÊÏÂ
ÏÓÒ ,Â˘Ú ÂÏÈ‡Â ;ÔÈÓÈ‰ ÌÚ ‰Ï·˜· ‰‰ÂÊÓ ,Ì‰¯·‡ ¯ÂÎ· ,Ì‡ÏÒ‡‰ ÏÓÒ ,Ï‡ÚÓ˘È
‰ÎÂ¯Î 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' Ï˘ ‰˘Â„˜‰ ˙˘Ó .Ï‡Ó˘‰ ÌÚ ‰‰ÂÊÓ ,˜ÁˆÈ ¯ÂÎ· ,˙Â¯ˆ‰
ÏÎ .˘Â‡‰Â ÔÓÊ‰ ,·Á¯Ó‰ „ÓÓ· ˘„Â˜‰ ˙ÂË˘Ù˙‰·Â ÏÂÁ‰ ˙ÂÓˆÓËˆ‰· ‡ÂÙ‡
,‡ËÁ Ì¯Ë· Â˙ÈÈÂÂ‰Ï ÌÏÂÚ‰ ˙‡ ¯ÈÊÁ‰Ï Â˙ÏËÓ˘ ,'Èˆ¯Ù Ô· ˘È‡ „È ÏÚ' ÚˆÂ·È ‰Ê

.ÏÂÎ‰ Ô˜Â˙È ı¯∆tÓ ‡·‰ ÁÈ˘Ó‰ ÔÓÊ· ÈÎ
‰˘ÂÏ˘ ÏÚ ˙ÂÚÈ·ˆÓ ˙ÈÚÈ·˘‰Â ˙È˘È˘‰ ,˙È˘ÈÓÁ‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ‰ Ï˘ ˙ÂÓÂÈÒ‰
‰‡ÈˆÈÂ ˙ÂÈÂÎÏÓ „Â·Ú˘Ó ‰‡ÈˆÈ ,˙ÂÏ‚‰ ÔÓ ‰‡ÈˆÈ :ÂÈÈ‰„ ,„Á‡ Ì‰˘ ÌÈÎÈÏ‰˙
˙¯ÈÊÏ ‰ÒÈÎÂ ‰ÏÂ‡‚ ,ı¯‡Ï ‰·È˘ :˙Á‡ ‡È‰ Ì‚ Ì˙˘ÂÏ˘ ˙ÈÏÎ˙ .ÏÂÁ‰ ˙¯ÈÊÓ
„·· „· ÔÈÈˆÓ‰ ‰ÏÂ‡‚Ï ÈÂËÈ·Î ˘Ó˘Ó 'ÈÓÚ Í˙¯‡Ù˙ È„‚· È˘·Ï' ‰Ó‚Â„Ï .˘„Â˜‰
ÏÂÎ‰ .Ô„Ú Ô‚Ï ‰·È˘Â ˙·˘Ï ‰ÒÈÎ ,ÌÈÏ˘Â¯ÈÏ ‰·È˘ ÂÈÈ‰„ ,˘„Â˜‰ ˙¯ÈÊÏ ‰¯È„Á

.‰È·· Ô„ÂÁÈÈ·Â ˙¯‡Ù˙Â ˙ÂÎÏÓ „ÂÁÈÈ· ‡Ë·˙Ó˘ ,˙Â¯ÈÙÒ‰ „ÂÁÈÈÓ ‡ˆÂÈ ÏÚÂÙ
˙Â˙ÂÎÏ ¯ÂÚ ˙Â˙ÂÎÓ :"Í¯Â‡ ‡· ÈÎ ,È¯¯ÂÚ˙‰ È¯¯ÂÚ˙‰"'y ÔÂ¯Á‡‰ ˜¯Ù‰
ÔÂÈ„‰ ¯Á‡Ï ‡· ˙È˘ÈÓÁ‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ· ÔÂÈ„‰ .˙È˘ÈÓÁ‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ· ˜ÒÂÚ y '¯Â‡
˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ‰ Ï˘ ‰¯Â‡Ï ˙¯ÂÂÁ˙Ó ˙ÈÏ·˜‰ ‰˙‡¯Â‰˘ Â˙ÒÈÙ˙ Ï˘· ˙ÈÈÓ˘‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ·
˙È˘ÈÓÁ‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ· ÔÂÓË‰ ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÔÂÈÚ¯ ˙ ̆ È¯ÙÂ ‰˙ÂÚÓ˘Ó ˙¯‰·‰ Í¯„ .˙ÈÈÓ˘‰
¯Â˘ÈÓ· Ô‰ È¯ÂËÒÈ‰-ÈËÈÏÂÙ‰ ¯Â˘ÈÓ· Ô‰ ,ÂÏÂÎ 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' Ï˘ ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÔÂÊÁ ¯‰·ÂÈ
‰˘È‚„Ó‰ ,˙ÈÈÓ˘‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ‰ ˙‡ ‰ÓÈ¯ËÓ ˙È˘ÈÓÁ‰ ˙ÊÂ¯ÁÓ‰ ÍÎÈÙÏ .˙Â¯ÈÙÒ‰
ÈÂÏ˙ ÂÂ˜È˙˘Â ,ÔÂ˘‡¯‰ Ì„‡ Ï˘ Â‡ËÁ· ÌÈˆÂÚ È˙ÂÏ‚‰ ÂÓÏÂÚ Ï˘ ÂÈ˘¯Â˘˘

.‡ËÁ‰ Ì¯Ë ÂÂÎÓ ÏÚ Â˙¯ÊÁ‰·
˙ÈÙÂËÂ‡Â ˙ÈÂÂÈË¯ÂËÒ¯ ‡È‰ 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' ˙‡ ˙ÙËÂÚ‰ ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ˙¯Â˙˘ ‡ˆÂÈ
ÌÏ˘˙˘Î ‡Â·Ï „È˙ÚÏ' ÈÎ ,‰È‰˘Î Â˙ÂÓÏ˘Ï ¯ÂÊÁÈ ÌÏÂÚ‰ ‡ÒÈ‚ „ÁÓ .„Á‡Î
ÔÈ‡˘ ÂÈÏ‡Ó Ô·ÂÓ ‡ÒÈ‚ Í„È‡Ó .'Ô˙ÈÈÂ‰ÏÂ Ô˘ÂÈÏ ÌÈ¯·„‰ ÏÎ Â¯ÊÁÈ ‰‡È¯·‰ ˙ÂÂÎ
,È¯ÂËÒÈ‰-¯˙·‰ ,„È˙Ú‰ ÚÓ˘Ó .‰ÈÙÂËÂ‡ ‡Ï‡ ‡„È¯‚ ˙È¯ÂËÒÈ‰ ‰Èˆ¯ÂËÒ¯ Ô‡Î
˙¯˘˜˙Ó ˙ÈÓÒÂ˜‰ ‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÍÎ .È¯ÂËÒÈ‰-ÌÂ¯Ë‰ ,ÔÂÓ„˜‰ ¯·Ú‰ Ï‡ ‰¯ÊÁÎ ÒÙ˙

.ÈÂÂÈË¯ÂËÒ¯‰ ·ÈËÂÓ‰ ÌÚ Ô‡Î ˙·Ï˙˘ÓÂ
„ÂÚ· .‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ ÈÂÓÊÙ ·Â¯ Ï˘ ‰ÊÓ Ï„· 'È„Â„ ‰ÎÏ' Ï˘ È˙ÏÂ‡‚‰ Ï˜˘Ó‰
˙ÂÚˆÓ‡· ˙˘ÁÂÓ ÂÊ ‰ÏÂ‡‚ .d˘ÈÁ‰Ï ‡Â‰ „ÚÂ ,‰ÏÂ‡‚Ï ‰ÙÈ‡˘· ÌÈ˜Ù˙ÒÓ Ì‰
,‰Â˜È˙Î ˙·˘ ˙¯ÈÓ˘· .˙Â¯ÈÙÒ‰ ˙Î¯ÚÓÏ ˙ÂÏÈ·˜Ó‰ ˘Ù‰ ˙ÂÎ¯ÚÓ ˙¯˘Î‰
,˙Â¯ÈÙÒ‰ ˙Î¯ÚÓÏ ‰ÈÒÎ‡ Ì„‡‰ ‰˘Ú ,‡˜ÂÂ„ ¯ÂÓ˘Â ¯ÂÎÊ ‰Ï·˜· ‰˙eÎ˘
.‡·‰ ÌÏÂÚ ÈÈÁÂ ÏÂ„‚‰ ˙·˘ ÌÚ ‰‰ÂÊÓ ÂÊ ‰ÏÂ‡‚ .‰ÏÂ‡‚‰ È„ÈÏ ‡È·Ó Ô„ÂÁÈÈ˘

.˙Á‡ ‰Ú˘· ÏÂÎÈ·Î ÂÓÏÂÚ Ì„‡ ‰Â˜ ˙Â‡ÈÎ ˙·˘ ˙¯ÈÓ˘ ÔÈ‚· ÔÎÏ



ÔÎÂ˙V

CONTENTS

Preface Ê

Introduction ‡È

Chapter 1: Lekhah Dodi in the Context of Kabbalat Shabbat 1
A. What is Kabbalat Shabbat? 1
B. Why did the liturgy for Kabbalat Shabbat crystallize in Safed? 9
C. The Kabbalat Shabbat of Safed 17

Chapter 2: How is Lekhah Dodi to be Explicated? 33
A. The language of Lekhah Dodi and the meaning of the

first stanza, ‘Shamor ve-zakhor be-dibbur eh
˙
ad’ 33

B. The structure of Lekhah Dodi 45
C. The meaning of the structure of Lekhah Dodi 53

Chapter 3: The Content of Lekhah Dodi 58
A. The refrain: ‘Go, my beloved, to meet the bride, the face

of the Sabbath let us receive’ 58
B. Divine initiative and the Sabbath 69
C. The Sabbath and the redemption 79

Chapter 4: The Eighth Stanza ‘Expand Rightward and
Leftward’: The Conversion of Islam and Christianity 82

A. ‘Expand rightward and leftward’: In the Bible,
the Midrash, and Kabbalah 82

B. The religio-political meaning of right and left 89
C. The second strophe: ‘And you shall worship YHVH’ 122
D. The third strophe: ‘By means of the descendant of Perez’ 123
E. The fourth strophe: ‘Let us rejoice and be happy’ 130



ÔÎÂ˙ VI

Chapter 5: The Fifth Stanza ‘Awaken Awaken, for
Your Light Has Come’: From Garments of Skin to
Garments of Light 134

A. The fifth stanza 134
B. The kabbalistic meaning 135
C. White Sabbath clothes as garments of light 149
D. The commentary of R. Jacob Kopel 167
E. The messianic era 178

Epilogue 185

Bibliographical Abbreviations 186

Index of Sources 219

Index of Liturgical Poems and Strophes 241

Index of Lekhah Dodi 242

Index of Subjects 243

Index of Persons and Places 249

English Summary vii


