TOC

" CB
cs

EJ?
d’Erlanger
GS

El Hefny
HU

HUCA
Husmann
Idelsohn, JM

JE
m
MPL

Neubauer

PAAJR
Reinach °
RISM
ZDMG

<<Page>>

ABBREVIATIONS

M. Steinschneider, Catalogus librorum hebraeorum in bibliotheca
Bodleiana, Berlin, 18521860

E. de Coussemaker, ed., Scriptores de musica medii aevi .. ., Paris,
18641876

Encyclopaedia Judaica, Jerusalem, 1972

R. d’Erlanger, La musique arabe, Paris, 1930-1949

M. Gerbert, ed., Scriptores ecclesiastici de musica . . ., Sankt Blasien,

1784

M. El Hefny, Ibn Sina'’s Musiklehre, Berlin, 1930 (Diss.)

M. Steinschneider, Die hebriischen Ubersetzungen des Mittelalters,
Berlin, 1893 '

Hebrew Union College Annual

H. Husmann, Grundlagen der antiken Musikkultur, Berlin, 1961

A. Z. Idelsohn, Jewish Music in its Historical Development, New York,
1929 '

Jewish Encyclopedia, New York-London, 1901-1905

Mishnah o

J. P. Migne, ed., Patrologiae cursus completus. Series latina, Paris,
1844-1855

E. Neubauer, “Die Theorie vom Iqa‘ I Ubersetzung des Kitab al-
iga‘at von Abu Nasr al-Farabi”, Oriens, 21-22 (1968/69): 196-232
Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish Research

Th. Reinach, La musique grecque, Paris, 1926

Reépertoire International des Sources Musicales

Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenliindischen Gesellschaft



Catalog TOC

THE HEBREW VERSION OF ABU L-SALT’S TREATISE ON MUSIC

HANOCH AVENARY, Tel Aviv
I. Introduction

Modern research has failed to add substantially to our knowledge of the
Arab author Abu I-Salt (1067-1134) or of his works, which include a treatise
on the science of music. The information' available continues to be based
mainly on the records of the old Arab biographers and bibliographers?. Thus
H. G. Farmer only repeats the contemporary evidence on Abi 1-Salt’s ex-
traordinary gift for instrumental performance and composition, and his the-
oretical writings on music®. An extensive musical treatise of his has come
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down to us in a Hebrew translation, but not in the original, and its contents -

and character have remained practically unnoticed by modern research. The
present writer has already had the privilege of supplying first-hand informa-
tion based upon an examination of that text*. In accordance with the Tal-
mudic saying ‘If you have started performing a task—then complete it’, and
in response to an invitation by the editors of Yuval, the full text of this unique
manuscript will be given here together with a translation and critical notes.

1. The Author and his Work

‘Umayya ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Aba |-Salt was a native of Denia in Andalusia,
born in 1067/68 (460 A.H.). He is said to have commanded a wide knowledge
of the sciences and to have practised as a physician. Between 1096 and 1113
he held an esteemed position at the Fatimid court in Cairo but fell into dis-
grace, and spent the rest of his life with the Zairid émir at Mahdiyya (Tunis).
There he died in 1134. Abui I-Salt’s numerous writings, as catalogued by the
Arab bibliographers, include a medical work (extant in a Hebrew translation)®

! M. Steinschneider, “‘Abu’s-Salt und seine Simplicia, ein Beitrag zur Heilmittellehre der
Araber”, Virchow’s Archiv fiir pathologische Anatomie und Physiologie, 94 (1883): 28 seq. (see

esp. p. 32f); M. Suter, Die Mathematiker und Astronomen der Araber und ihre Werke (1900), *

p. 115; H. G. Farmer, 4 history of Arabian music (1929), p. 221 (more literature quoted there);
I. Adler, Yuval, {1] (1968) :2, note 9.

* H. G. Farmer, op. cit.; G. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Literatur, 1(1909), p. 486;
Suppl. 1 (1937), p. 889.

* Op. Cit.

4 H. Avenary, “Abu’l-Salt’s treatise on music”, MD, 6 (1952): 27-32.

3 Kelal gazer me-has-sammim han-nifradim, translated by Nathan Judah b. Solomon, 14th
century. Cf. M. Steinschneider, op. cit., and his HU, § 472.
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and several independent treatises on geometry, astronomy, and music. The
latter may have been identical with the text published here.

The Hebrew version of the music treatise mentions a previous chapter on
arithmetic (see chap. I, 2[2}), having already stated in the first sentence of the
Preface that music comes to conclude “the foregoing mathematical disci-
plines™. Since our musical text is also titled “Fourth Discipline of the Second
Part”, it can hardly be doubted that the author had not written a complete
survey of the quadrivium only (music holding its traditional fourth place),
but rather a full-fledged encyclopedia of the sciences®.

It cannot now be determined whether or not the geometrical and astronomi-
cal works recorded by the old bibliographers formed part of this encyclopedic
venture. It may be surmised that Abii 1-Salt completed his encyclopedia in
stages over a considerable extent of time, during which the single treatises
circulated separately. However, the bibliographers’ omission of a work as
comprehensive as an encyclopedia is bewildering. We must also take into
account the fact. that chapters of that compendium were well-known to the
Jews of Spain and, as we shall see, were perused and quoted by them. This
may indicate its possible completion during the author’s early years, when
he still lived in Andalusia.

The title of Aba 1-Salt’s encyclopedia is revealed by two Jewish authors who
quote it in their Hebrew writings’. A sentence from the music treatise is
quoted by Profiat Duran in his grammatical work Ma'aseh efod of 1403, chap.
6, thus®:

Profiat Duran Our text, chap. 1, 1(7-8)
RYY 2Y OONMIRG BPIN MO0 11
MW RIN
7pPDONI 17DDI nYY DR IR MR
D12 WP VR BY9DM 1 XPOMI MRAI MRPYIT BN WRYW 03T TR 0907
/131 ARM P31 OM SOY2Y O MY AR N3 DM oTYaY o

It is evident that Profiat Duran did not use our text, but either the original or
another Hebrew version. At any rate, he gives the title of the book in Hebrew:
“Abil 1-Salt said in his book ba-Haspagah in the chapter on music”. The
same Hebrew title is also ascribed to the work in a note to be found in ms.
Munich, Cod.Hebr.290,fol.45b. This was the name, then, by which Abu
1-Salt’s encyclopedia was known in Spanish and Provengal Jewish scholarly

§ Cf. Avenary, op. cit., p. 29.

7 See M. Steinschneider, “Abu’s-Salt. . ., § 3, no. 7; H. G. Farmer in JRAS, 1932, p. 572, note 2.
8 p 37 in ed. J. Friedlinder and J. Kohn (Vienna, 1865). The editors held (p. 23) that the name
nx% Sr should be read B9 9x.
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circles. Before discussing the meaning of this title Sefer ba-Haspaqah, and in
order to complete the picture of the great usefulness of Abii I-Salt’s work for
Spanish writers, we shall refer to the most extensive use of the music treatise
to be made by a Jewish author. A certain Isaiah b. Isaac ben Nathan of Cor-
dova wrote a commentary on the Canon of Ibn Sina in the middle or the
second half of the 14th century®, where he dealt with the application of musical
principles to the phenomenon of the pulse, as did several other Jewish
commentators'®.

The text was published by M. Steinschneider and subsequently by E. Werner
and 1. Sonne''. The complete dependence of Isaiah ben Isaac upon Abu
I-Salt’s music treatise was not recognized until now'?, since that author
failed to give credit to his source. A comparison of the texts, however, shows
their clear identity—down to the words of secondary importance:

Abii I-Salt— Hebrew Version
Chap. I, para.l

Isaiah b. Isaac
Miinchen, Cod.hebr.277,

f.130a-131a

Man x°n 5553 XpUoWA NIROP NMd
aminsa

on oanbn Manm ann R 2MaTm
o INR 2P SR 555 71T 0pom
nITR AbA DR NI MMV RN
SR DT MANT R WM

SRR NI SR

WA 2T MY 20¥ND '71|7 N ARYIM
DTINM 32100 12 o Sy

w mbn 92 woan mInm T30m

PEOINA T Cwn NDaIT WS WBR
Jonm

/

*PoMm NOREH M2 AntAw A (10)
aanbn an 55o3

oo 3n I 0y R BT (13—-11)
onnw AN :ovphn e 59on by P
;PVVIT QM WINT NI PR R
MINA RN AN DX YW AD QI

11 359Nn D1p R°7 nTIDan Aeyan (17)
TN T2 12 WD DY wmn

S0 »1pa wdnnt mnm 12om (18)
nEOINT 1Y *Iwn NP3 1Y IWBX R
Jmonm

° Munich, cod. hebr. 277; see M. Steinschneider, HU, § 4365 (p. 688). The ms. is dated 1480.

% One of these is published by Amnon Shiloah in the present volume of Yuval.

"1 M. Steinschneider, “Liqqlitim me-hokmat ham-musiqah”, BOS, 1 (1887): XXXI-XXXI1I;
E. Werner and J. Sonne, “The philosophy and theory of music in Judeo-Arabic literature”,
HUCA, 17 (1941): 555-557. “Similarities” of the texts were pointed out by H. Loewenstein

(Avenary), in KS, 21 (1944): 190 (§ 16).

'2 My colleague Israel Adler informed me that he has come independently to the same con-
clusion in his work “Hebrew Writings on Music”, to be published as vol. II of his Hebrew Sources

in the framework of RISM.
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mnM3 Yonn amy Mpa 7213 nam ,M37 Mo MmN mTao™ (26-24)
omIM  oINMWA W amm DAY AR .MIWRY Mo e awe
D3N 037XY .ODM oA ANV MmN P9 ann M nnsa o
NOD DMOM oMY NmdR Non 131 0™M31YRA NP ,BNIR BB
IR QMIPY TMNHA TR apR neuA

RIM MR 100 NIRRM .aMpTI D°aMN
NI WP MIIM MY NP‘?I'ITI

Jmnnm

T WK DR NVAYID OMTSONT BTNV i prn 53 K} oWoonn pranm (49)
DT 72122 MRV hYn DR MY on® nanRT SR MWl nen nnr B> one
.7DDR R DON DD DINRT PR .ID0n PR 9DOH ON°D

D7 0°O0M O3 RP°OWA NAdA "y n5m) pRa A1 *bya woen N2 (52)
by (*by v X5 M oan vyni

W ONMIT O Y oITMSp Y R DRYP 17 TR 07 QR D0RA opRINaY
.Pon qromn T .Pon oma A on by

(compare also Isaiah’s division of the string with Abu 1-Salt, II, 1(5 seq.),
where our ms. js partly deficient and may be complemented by reference to
Isaiah’s version.)

Isaiah b. Isaac’s Hebrew version differs from the one found in our manu-
script, but most of the musical terms are of a significant similarity'®. This
text adds striking factual evidence of the importance of the Sefer ba-Haspagah
for the Jews of Spain. We have thus seen it fulfilling its task as a handy.com-
pendium, when scholars like Profiat Duran or Isaiah b. Isaac were looking
for concise information on the science of music. The book thus emerges as a
reality and a strong factor in the intellectual education of Spanish Jewry—in
spite of its omission in the Arab bibliographies. Could it not be that the later
bibliographers lost sight of the author’s early work, which was written in and
for Andalusia? Might not the author himself have lost interest in a book that
(judging from its musical chapter) was no more than a skillful compilation
from Al-Farabi? ,

Among the Jews of Spain, the encyclopedia of Abu 1-Salt was known as
the Sefer ba-Haspagah, which means Book of Sufficiency, Book of Satisfac-
tion, or the like. Steinschneider!'* considered that this might perhaps be a
translation of the Arabic al-wagiz = the Brevity. The present writer proposed
the rather common title Kitab a.l-kdﬁ15 as an equivalent. The proposal was

'3 With the exception of interval = 3fir (not: merhaq). The musical vocabulary of Isaiah b.
Isaac is given in Appendix III, below.

14 “Abws-Salt...”, op. cit., § 3, no. 7.

'S Avenary, MD, 6 (1952): 30. Compare: Abraham ben Moses Maimon, Kifayat al- * Abidin
( = The Sufficient for God’s Servants); Abu 1-Farag Hartin, Al-kafi (grammar); Ibn Zayla, Kitab
al-kafi fi'l misigi (music); Yusuf al-‘Askari (Halachic work of the Samaritans, 1042 CE).
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