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SUMMARY

The attitude towards punishments is a central manifestation of the
self-definition of any legal system. Through the study of punishment
one can grasp the concept of sovereignty within a legal system, the way
it defines sins and measures their severity, the forms in which such a
system categorizes sins into different groups, and the manner in which
such a system develops notions such as atonement, retribution, revenge,
rehabilitation and deterrence. The material that deals with these subjects
in rabbinic literature is concentrated in the last chapters of tractate
Sanhedrin and in tractate Makot. These chapters consist mainly of lists
of sinners and their punishments.

The book examines these lists in light of their biblical background,
compares them to other Tannaitic evidence especially from the corpus of
Halakhic Midrash and suggests an understanding for the way in which
they were crystallized. A complex analysis of the meaning of these lists
has been done in order to enable a better understanding of some of the
fundamental issues concerning the concepts of sin and punishment in
rabbinic literature. A full understanding of the rabbinic conception of
punishment necessitates a careful philological and literary examination
of these texts in relation to the development of the halachah since the
second temple period onwards. Therefore, a central component of the
book consists of a systematic inquiry into interpretative context and its
comparison to alternative and early interpretations within the Qumran
literature.

The book is divided into two parts. The first part deals with the
punishments. It survey the development of the various modes of the death
penalty and the concept of their proportional gravity; the punishment
of excision as understood in Qumranic and Rabbinic literature and its
relationship to the punishment of flagellation. In the second part “Sins”,
the lists of sinners and their punishments are surveyed and analyzed, the
significance of different traditions are examined and the full meaning of
some sins is provided.



