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viii Summary

rating on the question of overcrowding. Houses generally comprised various
apartments occupied by a number of families (or of generations within a
single family). On average, 21.4 Jews lived in each house inside the Jewish
quarter — as compared to 9 people in the houses in the rest of the city.
Overcrowding was worst in the smallest houses (i.e., those which contained
only one apartment). The differences in overcrowding in the different types
of houses — those made of brick and those made of wood — are also discussed.
The wooden houses were generally smaller than the brick, and conditions
in each apartment in them more crowded. Comparative materials from other
Jewish communities in Europe show that Poznan’s Jewish quarter was one
of the most overcrowded on the continent.

The Jewish community tried to ensure that there was enough housing
for all the Jews living in the city, issuing regulations that empty plots should
be built upon as soon as possible, and that rich families should not
monopolize real-estate to improve their own living conditions at the expense
of the rest of the community. Maximum limits were also set on the rent paid
for different sized apartments. Despite this, overcrowding was endemic and
this affected the development of Jewish life in the city. A particular problem
was the lack of privacy, attested to in a number of sources, which seems,
among other things, to have affected the way family life and sexual intimacy
were viewed by Jewish society.

The crowding of some 3,000 Jews into just four streets in Poznan put
significant stress on the urban infrastructure and forced the Jewish communal
authorities to come to terms with issues of the urban environment. The
ways they dealt with four such issues are examined here — keeping the
streets clean, guarding against the outbreak of fire, ensuring the water supply,
and helping maintain the city defences. Though these issues were common
to both the Jewish community and the Municipal Council, these two hostile
bodies did not co-operate in dealing with them. Each had its own policy:
the Municipal Council allocated responsibility to individual townspeople,
while the Jewish Community, perhaps afraid that all the Jews of Poznan
might be blamed for any individual’s negligence, centralized responsibility
in its own hands.

The study concludes with a house-by-house reconstruction of the Jewish
quarter in 1641, based on an amalgamation of the Latin and Hebrew versions
of the census from that year.



SUMMARY

This study deals with a range of problems associated with the living
conditions of Jewish society in early 17th century Poznan: demography,
social development, material culture, and Polish—Jewish relations. The
discussion focuses mainly on the “residential spaces” which the Jews
inhabited in one of Poland’s major cities — home to what was then one of
the largest Jewish communities in Europe. In order to give the widest possible
perspective to the issues under examination, the study is based on sources
of both Jewish and Polish provenance.

The first chapter deals with the development of the Jewish quarter of
Poznan, from the first mention of Jews in the town in 1386 until the Swedish
invasion of the mid-17th century. After slow growth during the Middle
Ages, the quarter expanded rapidly during the 16th century, despite the best
efforts of the non-Jewish population to limit its size: it numbered 49 houses
in 1538, and 138 houses in 1618. The struggle between the Jewish and
Christian inhabitants of Poznan over the size of the Jewish quarter led to
the King sending a Royal Commission to assess the issue in 1618. From its
report, in the form of a census, we learn that there were 3,130 Jews living in
Poznan at that time, almost 90% of them in the Jewish quarter which
consisted of only 4 streets.

This study makes use of the 1618 report, as well as a later census from
1641, in order to examine the socio-economic make-up of the Jewish
population. From a correlation of the names in the censuses with the lists of
those elected to positions on the community council, preserved in the
community record book called ‘Pinkas Haksherim’, it becomes evident that
there were marked differences of status within the community. A number
of groups were analyzed: the highest stratum (which owned three or more
houses), intermediate groups (owners of one or two houses), and the lowest
stratum (which did not own houses, but rented apartments). Each had its
own social profile in Jewish society.

The next chapter analyzes living conditions inside the quarter, concent-
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