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Introduction
Understanding the Bible in our Times:
Implications for Education

In the Spring of 2001, the Melton Centre for Jewish Education hosted a
conference at the Hebrew University in order to examine issues relating
to Biblical research and instruction. As organizers of this conference, our
aim was to attempt to bridge the gap between academic scholarship and
the redlity of the classroom, between what we recognize as significant
research and what we want to cultivate as worthy practice.

The highlight of our discussions was an evening dedicated to Professor
M oshe Greenberg whose years of Biblical research, writing and teaching,
serve astestimony to his deep commitment to education. However, dueto
Professor Greenberg's wide range of scholarly interests, choosing afocus
for that evening was not a smple task. Ultimately, we were guided by
Professor Greenberg’s readiness (and courage) to grapple with historical,
theological and moral issues as they arise from the books of Torah,
Nevi’im and Kethuvim. As aresult, we decided to focus on the Book of
Joshua. The challenge of teaching the Book of Joshua in contemporary
Israeli society is great: teachers must grapple with questions of (military)
power and (divine) authority; (historical) truth and (national) memory;
sacred text and rational inquiry; traditional and contemporary exegesis.
While these issues are not unique to the Book of Joshua, they resonate
powerfully from its pages, affecting our lives, here and now.

The ninth volume of Sudies in Jewish Education, based primarily
but not solely on the lectures delivered at the two-day conference, is
organized thematically. The Hebrew Section thusincludes a combination
of the articles written in Hebrew as well as the Hebrew abstracts of the
articles written in English; and, likewise, the English Section contains
a combination of the articles written in English as well as the English
abstracts of the Hebrew articles.



8 Introduction

Our volume opens with the papers delivered in honor of Professor
Greenberg: As colleague and friend, Professor Seymour Fox shares his
persona thoughts on Professor Greenberg describing his devotion to
Jewish learning and scholarship (in Hebrew); Professor Yair Zakovitch
(delivering thefirst formal lecture) proposesthat the problemsin teaching
the Book of Joshua can be neutralized if taught in the context of
the history and culture of the ancient world. By contrasting ancient
values and perceptions with those of contemporary (young) minds,
Zakovitchisconvinced that studentswill readily be drawnto post-Biblical
commentary which has always confronted the moral and ethical issues
arising from the ancient texts. In this manner, Zakovitch maintains, we
can preserve the vitality and relevance of the Biblical texts, Dr. Lea
Mazor, focuses on the moral problems arising from the Book of Joshua,
in an attempt to analyze the official attitudes of the State Educational
System towards the Book of Joshuain the Zionist and post-Zionist eras.
From a historical persective, Mazor traces the changes in attitudes as
reflecting the political-military readlities of the periods in question; the
values of the Book of Joshua in fact served the founding fathers of the
Jewish homeland and their ideology while Israel’s political and military
reality of recent years has motivated educators to challenge those very
same values; Dr. Gabriel Haim Cohen concludes this chapter with a
proposal for a“meta-historical” approach to the teaching of the Book of
Joshua which would focus on a Rabbinical understanding of its difficult
issues. Dr. Cohen draws from Greenberg’'s writings on the issue of herem
and suggests, as Greenberg does before him, that such an approach be
applied in the state school system as well as in the religious system.

The second part contains two articles addressed to teachers in both
educational systems. Both authors propose that the Bible be read with the
aid of additional “lenses’; for Professor Ed Greenstein, ancient languages
and literature are essential aidsin enriching our understanding of Biblical
texts and for Dr. Ruth Ben-Meir, the study of traditional commentaries
are necessary in order to cultivate students of “Torah”.

In the third part, the authors address a particular issue pertaining to a
particular educational context. Professor Yaira Amit examines the attitude
of the State Educational System towards Biblical Criticism, surveying the
literature from the previous century until today; Dr. MarlaFrankel dilineates
criteriafor theintegration of aggadaic legendsin the teaching of Biblein the
State School System (particularly inthe middle grades); Rabbi Neria Guttel
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addresses from areligious perspective, the dilemma of the preferred source
—the scholarly expert or the ethical figure? Dr. Hananel Mack suggests new
directions for Bible instruction in the Religious School system in order to
prevent dissolusionment when students eventually encounter scientific and
critical study of Biblical texts.

Part Four includes articles whose main focus is a particular thinker or
Biblical scholar: Dr. Michagl Ohanafocuseson Yeshayahu L eibowitz and
his view of sacred literature; Dr. Ari Bursztein discusses Abraham Hes-
chel’s understanding of revelation and his position on Biblical criticism;
Dr. Howard Deitcher reviews Nechama L eibowitz’'s approach to Biblica
heroes; Dr. Daniel Marom re-examines Ben Zion Dinur’s orientations
regarding Bible instruction and Dr. Alex Sinclair examines the Biblical
scholarship of J. Cheryl Exumin light of Rosenak’s philosophy of Jewish
education.

Part Five presents two articles relating to teacher training: Professor
Barry Holtz discusses the areas of knowledge necessary for the Bible
teacher today (“pedagogical content knowledge”’) and Dr. Asher Shkedi
contrasts the existing theories of researchers against the opinions of
teachers themselves (concerning their own practical experience).

While we conclude with Professor Shalom Rosenberg’'s appeal to
teachers of Bible at large, to see the Bible anew (as counter culture
to contemporary culture), it is our hope that Rosenberg’s reflections
serve as catalyst and not as closure for further discussion, research and
meaningful instruction.

We thank all of those at the Melton Centre who helped both in the
organization of the conference and in the preparation of this volume:
Professor Marc Hirshman who served as director of the Centre at thetime
of the conference and who supported the project from its inception; the
conference steering committee: Prof. Yaira Amit; Prof. Ed Greenstein;
Dr. Eli Holtzer; Prof. Yair Zakovitch and Prof. Michael Rosenak. Our
appreciation to Ms. Vivienne Burstein, the managing editor at the Melton
Centre and to Ms. Anat Berstein and Mr. Shiomo Ketko, the language
editors.

Marla L. Frankel
Howard Deitcher
Jerusalem, December 2003






