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It should be clear from the foregoing that the author of an oral epic, that is,
the text of a performance, is the performer, the singer before us. Given
normal eyesight on the part of the spectator, he is not multiple, but single.
The author of any of our texts, unless an editor has tampered with it, is the
man who dictated, sang, chanted, or otherwise gave expression to it. A
performance is unique; it is a creation, not a reproduction, and it can
therefore have only one author.
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