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Preface

It is a privilege to introduce the first volume of Iggud: Selected Essays in Jewish Studies. The
studies to be collected in the pages of Iggud will be based on outstanding papers presented at
the quadrennial Congress of Jewish Studies held in Jerusalem. | have every confidence that
Iggud, which replaces the Proceedings of the Congress of Jewish Studies that have appeared
previously, will constitute a welcome upgrade, providing a more appealing, and more
appropriate, format for publication of the papers delivered at these meetings.

The first volumes of Iggud contain essays presented at the Fourteenth World Congress, held in
August of 2005. Volume 1 is devoted to three areas of Judaic research: the Bible and its
World, Rabbinic Literature and Jewish Law, and Jewish Thought. In editing this volume I have
enjoyed the full cooperation of two colleagues: Professor Aharon Shemesh of Bar-llan
University and Professor Abraham Melamed of Haifa University, each taking responsibility for
his own area of expertise.

Section One, consisting of eleven Hebrew essays and five English essays in Biblical Studies, is
the largest section of the volume. The quantity reflects the broad scope of this
multidisciplinary field. In the present collection, notice should be taken of the relatively large
number of articles covering aspects of Jewish biblical exegesis, its history, the commentators
and their methods, an area that has lately regained a central position in biblical research. These
appear alongside a wide selection of essays dealing with the mainstays of biblical criticism: the
Torah and the Prophets, realia and archeology, and biblical poetics.

Section Two, devoted to the full gamut of topics that make up the study of Rabbinic Literature
and Jewish Law, is comprised of nine essays in Hebrew and two in English. The topics chosen
reflect clearly the increasing scholarly interest in the formation and redaction of the Talmudic
and midrashic literature. The readily identifiable group of studies touching upon this area of
research is profitably augmented by the remainder of the essays, addressing the history of
Jewish law and jurisprudence and aspects of the Talmudic tale.

Eight Hebrew essays and two English contributions to the study of Jewish Thought, in all of its
diversity and throughout its history, make up Section Three. The natural bipartite division of
this field, with the discussion of substantive philosophical issues and their expressions within
the schools of Jewish philosophy, including comparative studies and investigations into the
influences of earlier thinkers on later ones, on the one hand, and studies tracing the history of
the discipline and of scholarly research on the other, is clearly evidenced in this section.

The editors have been fortunate in receiving the constant guidance and the devoted and
gracious assistance of Dr. Ronela Merdler, Executive Director of the World Union of Jewish
Studies, to whom we extend heartfelt thanks. The style editing is the result of the combined
expertise of Tzofia Leibowitz and Dr. Ruth Clements, and it is a pleasure to express our
gratitude to them. Sincere thanks go to Yochi Kahana, dedicated secretary of the Union, for her
characteristically efficient and generous help throughout the process of editing and production.
To Professor Sara Japhet of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, President of the World Union
of Jewish Studies, we extend thanks for her confidence as well as her enthusiastic initiative and
inspiring leadership. Finally, we offer our lasting gratitude to all those who have contributed
the fruits of their scholarly labors to the inaugural volume of Iggud.

On behalf of the editors, Baruch J. Schwartz

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Pesah 5768





