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Foreword

Those who do not know Hebrew may finally read the English versions of Da-
vid Flusser’s collected essays. The present volume, Judaism of the Second Tem-
ple Period: The Jewish Sages and Their Literature, is the culmination of a re-
markable effort and collaboration on the part of translator Azzan Yadin and
three publishers: Magnes Press, Jerusalem Perspective, and Eerdmans. It is
with great satisfaction that the publishers bring Flusser’s insights to a wider
audience.

Flusser conversed fluently in nine languages and read scholarly litera-
ture in an additional seventeen. His first language was German. His second,
learned fluently only after his immigration to Israel, was Hebrew. Conse-
quently, most of Flusser’s published writings are in German or Hebrew. Only
a small percentage of Flusser’s articles were authored in English. The scope
and importance of Flusser’s research are so great that it is unthinkable that
his Hebrew and German writings should for long remain untranslated to
English. Flusser’s contributions to the study of Jewish Literature of the Sec-
ond Temple Period, including Jewish-Hellenistic literature, apocryphal
works, rabbinic literature and the New Testament, is inestimable. Jerusalem
Perspective is pleased to have had a hand in this publishing endeavor.

Though Flusser wrote less often in the English language, he did succeed
in producing two volumes in English: with the help of his student R. Steven
Notley, he wrote Jesus: The Sage from Galilee (4th ed.; Eerdmans, 2007); and
with the help of his student Brad H. Young, he collected most of his English
articles into Judaism and the Origins of Christianity (Jerusalem: Magnes Press,
1988, 725 pp.)-

vii



FOREWORD

My relationship with Flusser was one of a pupil to his mentor. Enrolled as
astudent in the department of Jewish History at the Hebrew University, I began
to study New Testament and Early Christianity with Flusser in 1964. At that
time, he was only 46 years old. He continued to enlighten me until the final days
of his life, even from his hospital bed at the Hadassah University Medical Center
in Jerusalem. Professor Flusser died on September 15, 2000, his 83rd birthday.

Flusser was one of the world’s leading Jewish authorities on the New
Testament and Early Christianity. His pioneering research on Jesus and
Christianity’s relationship to Judaism won him international recognition.
Flusser’s collaboration with Robert L. Lindsey, beginning in 1961, resulted in a
new approach to the Synoptic Gospels, the approach espoused by The Jerusa-
lem School of Synoptic Research (www.js.org), which is an association of
Jewish and Christian scholars. This unique cooperation was capped recently
by the twelve essays (including one by Flusser, published posthumously) of
Jesus’ Last Week: Jerusalem Studies in the Synoptic Gospels (ed. R. S. Notley,
M. Turnage and B. Becker; Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2005).

In my judgment, disciples should assure that all the unpublished mate-
rial of a prominent teacher is published before they publish their own re-
search. The teacher’s work takes precedence over the disciple’s. With this in
mind, I approached Hai Tsabar, director of Magnes Press, the publishing arm
of the Hebrew University, about the possibility of translating into English the
two-volume collection of Flusser’s Hebrew articles that Magnes Press recently
had published. To my delight, Hai was as enthusiastic about the project as I
was. It is my pleasure here to thank him publicly for facilitating this difficult
and lengthy project.

Even before the project was envisioned, Jerusalem Perspective had made
an effort to expand Flusser’s English bibliography. Since 1989, we have pub-
lished most of Flusser’s English output; note these examples: “ . . To Bury
Caiaphas, Not to Praise Him” (Jerusalem Perspective 33 & 34 [July-Oct. 1991],
23-28), and “New Portrait of Salome” (Jerusalem Perspective 55 [April-June
1999], 18-23). These and Flusser’s other recent articles also have been pub-
lished electronically at http://www.jerusalemperspective.com/.

The publishers wish to express their appreciation to Serge Ruzer. In
consultation with Flusser, Ruzer collected, arranged, and brought to press the
two volumes of Flusser’s published Hebrew articles. (The present volume is
the translation of the second volume of that collection.) The publishers are
greatly indebted to the volume’s translator, Azzan Yadin, Associate Professor
of Jewish Studies at Rutgers University. My thanks are extended to the editors
and graphic artists of Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, who have
given us a product worthy of Flusser’s genius.
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Finally, I would like to sincerely thank the members of the Branch fam-
ily, the donors who made this volume possible (see p. x).

Davip Bivin

Jerusalem Perspective
http://www.jerusalemperspective.com/

X



