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Preface

The publication of volume 15 of Massorot, the journal of the Center for
Jewish Languages and Literatures issued in cooperation with the Jewish
Oral Traditions Research Center of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
coincides with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Center. With this volume
Professor David M. Bunis and Dr. Ofra Tirosh-Becker have begun to
assume editorial responsibility for the journal. The present volume
contains eleven articles. Nine of them were first presented as lectures
delivered at conferences organized in recent years by the Center for
Jewish Languages and Literatures: in 2005, at the seminar marking the
twentieth anniversary of the Center, in 2006, at its Second International
Conference, and in 2008, at its Third International Conference.

The articles deal with a variety of Jewish languages: Judeo-Arabic
(Moshe Bar-Asher, Juliette Hassine, Geoffrey Khan, Joseph Tedghi),
Judeo-French and Judeo-Provencal (Hagar Ben-Zion, Simone Mregen-
O’hana), Judezmo or Judeo-Spanish (Ora [Rodrigue] Schwarzwald),
Judeo-Italian (Michael Ryzhik), Yiddish (Dalit Assouline), and Jewish
Neo-Aramaic (Hezi Mutzafi). The volume also includes an article analyzing
a linguistic feature shared by several Jewish languages (Cyril Aslanov).
The articles represent the work of veteran as well as younger scholars, and
are based upon diverse source types: Genizah fragments, old printed
works, communal ordinances and other primary documents, a novel, field
recordings, and more.
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It is a pleasure to thank the previous editors of Massorot, Professor
Moshe Bar-Asher, Professor Aharon Maman, and Professor Steve
E. Fassberg, for their invaluable advice.



We also wish to thank Mr. Avraham Ben-Amitay for undertaking the
Hebrew language editing; Ms. Irit Beris, for her patient and painstaking
typesetting; and Ms. Lisa Mohar, director of the publications department
of the Hebrew Language Academy. Massorot is published with the support
of the following foundations of the Mandel Institute for Jewish Studies:
The Paula and David Ben-Gurion Foundation established by the Federmann
Family, and The Perlow Foundation, as well as with the assistance of the
Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, New York. We greatly thank
these foundations for their continued support, without which publication
of the journal would be impossible.

We thank Ms. Ahuva Cohen, research coordinator of the Faculty of
Humanities, and Ms. Deborah Sinclair, who until recently served as
secretary of the Mandel Institute for Jewish Studies, for helping us to
bring the volume to print.

Jerusalem, Sivan 5770 / May 2010 David M. Bunis
Ofra Tirosh-Becker
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