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VIII Introduction

socio-anthropologists.! Over a three-year period, the group ran regularly
scheduled and intensive studies and seminars as well as two conferences: an
international conference at Harvard University and a concluding conference
at the Hebrew University. It also conducted a study-tour of Arab schools to
gain familiarity with contemporary Muslim education in Israel. Participants
in these meeting also included many guest scholars, from both Israel and
abroad. Some fruits of the group’s labors and some of its conclusions are
presented in this volume.

We wish to extend our thanks to all who assisted in the preparation
of this volume and were involved in it from its earliest stages: To all
of the guest speakers at our seminars who broadened our knowledge and
challenged our ideas; to the Center for Jewish Studies at Harvard, for a
productive joint conference that was the occasion for which some of the
articles in this book were written; To Scholion, a wonderful academic
home, run during the term of our work by Prof. Israel Yuval and Ms.
Zohar Marcovich. They and their supporting staff were able to establish
and operate an extraordinary venue which combined the quiet atmosphere
of a retreat with ongoing academic bustle. We would also like to thank Uri
Erman, the group’s coordinator, for his understanding, congenial manner,
and his ability to pull our efforts together. Without him this book would
never have become a reality. And, finally, to our copy-editor, Yehezkel
Hovav, for his superb work.

1 Members of the group included Prof. Immanuel Etkes, Prof. Tamar Elor, Prof.
Michael Heyd, and Prof. Baruch Schwarz. Also participating were research
associates Dr. Asaph Ben-Tov, Dr. Shlomo Tikochinski, Dr. Avi Lifshitz, Dr.
Michal Kravel-Tovi, and, during the first year, Dr. Ilya Luria.



Introduction

Michael Heyd and Baruch Schwartz

Religious traditions are intrinsically tied to educational systems and their
pedagogical methods. The linkage between them is among the most
important cultural and historical subjects that bear on human societies in
general and Jewish society in particular, and questions pertinent to that
linkage arise in both the religious and the educational spheres. On the
religious side, such questions might involve the way in which religious
values can be transmitted from one generation to the next. What institutional,
cognitive, and emotional mechanisms are employed by a given society in
bequeathing its religious concepts and values to the younger generation?
On the educational side, one might ask about the dynamics of change with
respect to values, modes of thought, and forms of conduct. What role does
the educational system play in implementing changes or reforms of this
nature? Is there truly a clash, as is often assumed, between religious norms
and critical thought, between emphasizing discipline and educating for
autonomy, or between reliance on a tradition and openness to innovation?
Who are the religious authorities that devise and formulate the educational
process, and in what ways do disputes over the educational process
reflect a struggle between competing authorities? What is the relationship
between religious and “secular” authorities (such as magistrates, officials,
or governmental bodies) in a given society, and to what extent do these
relations affect the nature of education within that society? And, finally, at
whom is the system of religious education aimed — from both social and
gender perspectives — and how does education offered to boys differ from
that offered to girls in various educational systems?

To consider these questions — especially as they arose in Jewish society
through the ages but also in non-Jewish societies, primarily Christian —
a research group was convened at Scholion — Interdisciplinary Research
Center for Jewish Studies at the Hebrew University, from 2005 to 2007.
The group took an interdisciplinary approach to issues of religion and
education and included historians, an educational psychologist, and
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