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PREFACE

This book, Israel, honors the memory of Professor Israel Yeivin —
teacher, dear friend and colleague, meticulous and diligent scholar, a
modest man who edified us with his noble character as well as his
ideas.

Israel is published by the Hebrew University Bible Project (HUBP),
of which Prof. Yeivin was one of the first staff members. He worked
in this capacity for many years, leaving his mark on the project. His
scholarship focused on masoretic manuscripts, particularly the
Aleppo Codex. The fruits of his labors were published by the Bible
Project and in his book on the Aleppo Codex. The wonderfully
detailed notes he wrote for the Project on the thousands of erasures
and corrections made in the text of the Aleppo Codex still remain
unpublished. Most of these were made by the leading Masorete
Aharon Ben-Asher.

The two editors of this book were Prof. Yeivin’s students in the
field of Masora studies. Thus it is natural that the first and largest
section of the book is on “Masora, Vocalization and Accents.” It
includes fourteen articles by researchers in this field, all friends,
colleagues, and students of Prof. Yeivin. The second section of the
book, with seven articles, addresses “Biblical Hebrew and Biblical
Text.” The third and final section covers “The Language of the Piyyut.”
Prof. Yeivin maintained a particular fondness for this subject, in
which researchers are scarce. In the final years of his life, he wrote
several now-essential articles on this topic, and considered it the
main focus of his interest. Five scholars have dedicated articles on
this subject in his memory.

[ix]



The book begins with a short description of Prof. Yeivin’s life and
a list of his publications. We hope that many students and
researchers will profit from this book. Those who did not have the
honor of knowing him personally may learn about his character and
fields of research from his books and published papers, as well as
from these articles written in his memory.

After completion of the seven-day mourning period for Prof.
Yeivin, we approached Professor Shemaryahu Talmon, the editor-in-
chief of the HUBP, and presented him with a proposal to produce a
memorial book to honor Prof. Yeivin. Prof. Talmon authorized the
proposal without delay. Professors Talmon and Yeivin had worked
side-by-side on the Bible Project for many years with deep, mutual
appreciation. Prof. Talmon chaired the editorial board for this
memorial book. He oversaw the production of the book, was
involved in the progress of the editing, and offered useful advice on
both the professional and financial aspects of publication. He
planned to contribute an article that would honor Prof. Yeivin’s
memory, but he did not have the strength and, to our regret, he did
not live to see the book published. We mourn for one who is lost, but
not forgotten.

Many individuals and institutions offered their generous support to
enable publication of this volume. Financial contributions were
provided by Mrs. Batya Yeivin, Mr. and Mrs. Zerubavel Heifetz, the
Mandel Institute of Jewish Studies of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, the Perry Foundation for Biblical Research, and the
Hebrew University Bible Project. Mrs. Nechama Baruch translated
the article by E. John Revell from English, and Shira Leibowitz
Schmidt translated the introductory pages into English and edited the
abstracts. We especially thank the many readers who responded to
the editors’ request to read the articles and make comments and
corrections.

The Editors
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ISRAEL YEIVIN
Biography

Israel Yeivin was born in Berlin on January 7, 1923. He was the son
of Dr. Yehoshua Heschel Yeivin (1891-1970) and Miriam Atara
Margolin (1887-1966).

His father was trained as a physician, and served in that capacity
in the Russian army in World War I. He then left medicine in order to
focus on literary work. In 1924, he came on aliyah to pre-state Israel,
and served as a teacher in Kfar Yehezkel in the Jezreel Valley. In
1928, he became one of the leaders of the Revisionist Zionist
movement. He was a close friend of Aba Ahimeir and Uri Zvi
Greenberg, and his public activities had a marked influence on the
lives of his family members.

His mother was a pre-school and elementary school teacher for
several years. She also wrote children’s books, first in Yiddish, then
in Hebrew. Her father, Cura Feiwel Margolin, was a publisher and
editor of Hebrew books; he edited the second edition of Heichal Ha-
Kodesh, the Bible concordance by Shelomo Mandelkern.

Yehoshua and Miriam married in 1922 in Berlin, where their
oldest child, Israel, was born. In 1925, Miriam and two year-old
Israel followed Yehoshua to pre-state Israel. His brother Ze’ev was
born in 1926. At first, the family lived in the Jezreel Valley and in
Jerusalem, and then they settled in Tel Aviv.

In 1930, Miriam and the two boys went to Berlin to live with her
parents, but in 1933 they returned to Tel Aviv. Israel studied at the

* Based on Reuven Merkin’s introduction to Israel Yeivin Festschrift,
Language Studies V-VI (1992).

[xi]



Ahad Ha’am elementary school for boys, and graduated from the
Balfour High School in 1940.

That year, at seventeen, Israel went to Jerusalem to begin studies
at the Hebrew University in Hebrew language, general literature, and
general philosophy. Two years later, he took a break from his studies
and began to work as a typesetter and proofreader in a print shop. In
1958 he completed his master’s degree in the Department of Hebrew
Language at Hebrew University, with the thesis M7’»10 M2 NN napn
[D190 R"] RIpNa (“Hyphenation of the Monosyllabic Words in the
Bible [21 Books]”).

In the late 1950s, he worked as an editor for the Hebrew
Encyclopaedia, helped prepare the Encyclopaedia Judaica, and served
as editorial secretary of the quarterly Tarbiz.

In 1959, Yeivin became a researcher on the Hebrew University
Bible Project, where he specialized in ancient Bible manuscripts,
including the Aleppo Codex. This work became the foundation for his
book The Aleppo Codex of the Bible: A Study of its Vocalization and
Accentuation (Jerusalem 1968).

When the Academy of the Hebrew Language initiated its Historical
Dictionary of the Hebrew Language, Prof. Yeivin became one of the
first academics on staff.

Between 1959-1968, Prof. Yeivin was a doctoral student at the
Hebrew University, with Prof. Ze’ev Ben-Hayyim as his advisor. His
doctoral dissertation, The Babylonian Vocalization and the Linguistic
Tradition It Reflects, earned a grade of summa cum laude. This work
became the basis for his two-volume book, The Hebrew Language
Tradition as Reflected in the Babylonian Vocalization (Jerusalem 1985).

For over twenty years, Prof. Yeivin taught in the Department of
Hebrew Language at the Hebrew University. In 1968, he joined the
junior staff as a lecturer, then became a senior lecturer (1970), an
associate professor (1972), and finally a full professor (1978), until
he retired from teaching in 1990. The subjects he taught reflected his
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areas of research: Masora, accentuation, the Hebrew language
tradition as reflected in the Babylonian vocalization, rabbinic
Hebrew, language of piyyut, and lexicology.

For almost forty years, Israel Yeivin worked on the Historical
Dictionary of the Hebrew Language. During the early period of his
work (1959-1963), he was responsible for the ancient piyyut section
in the Source Book of the dictionary. In the sixties, he was responsible
for formulating methods of manuscript preparation for the purpose of
integrating them into the Historical Dictionary project. For over
twenty years (until 1989), he headed the ancient literature section at
the Historical Dictionary project. In 1989, he was appointed associate
editor on the dictionary staff. Even after retiring from his post as
section head, he continued to oversee work in the field of ancient
piyyut for the dictionary.

Israel Yeivin published three books and over sixty articles on
Masora, vocalization, and accentuation. His book The Aleppo Codex of
the Bible: A Study of its Vocalization and Accentuation won the Leib
Jaffe Prize in 1968. His work The Biblical Masora was first published
as a booklet for students (Jerusalem 1972). It was then published in
the United States in English translation (1980, ed. E. John Revell),
and finally published in an updated edition as a book, by the
Academy of the Hebrew Language (Jerusalem 2003). His book The
Hebrew Language Tradition as Reflected in the Babylonian Vocalization
won the Friedenberg Prize in 1986.

In 1989, Israel Yeivin was awarded the Israel Prize for his
contribution to research on the Hebrew language. The judges’
committee praised his accuracy, expertise, and perseverance in
research on the Aleppo Codex and Babylonian vocalization. His
publications in these would remain masterpieces, relevant for many
decades to come.
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In 1987, Prof. Yeivin became a staff member of the Academy of
the Hebrew Language, and in 1991, a member of the Israel National
Academy of Sciences.

In 1958, he married Batya Heifetz, and they had two children: Dov
(1959-1986), of blessed memory, who died before his time; and
Yoram. In memory of his son Dov, Israel Yeivin transferred his
private collection of manuscript microfilms, including biblical
Genizah fragments, to the Institute of Microfilmed Hebrew
Manuscripts of the Jewish National Library in Jerusalem. A large
portion of his professional library was donated to the Ariel University
Center of Samaria Library, to the collection in memory of his son
Dov.

On the occasion of his seventieth birthday, a jubilee volume of
thirty-two articles was issued in honoring Israel Yeivin, as part of the
Language Studies series of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
(1992). In celebration of his eightieth birthday, the Israel National
Academy of Sciences dedicated an evening to his life-long
achievements. In 2003, when his health began to fail, he and his wife
moved from Jerusalem to Petah Tikva, to be near their son and
grandchildren. A few years later, they moved to a retirement home in
Petah Tikva.

Israel Yeivin passed away on 22 Kislev 5769 (December 19, 2008),
and was buried in Jerusalem.
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