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The evidence is overwhelming that the redaction of the discursive material

(and occasionally even the apodictic) was not contemporaneous with the

composition of the material; the redaction was done later. We know,
through critical analysis of the forced reconstructions and explanations of
the redactors, that they did not always have an exact and accurate text

before them; they often had to complement and correct it. This would not

have happened if the redactors had been living at the sare time as the

authors, for then the redactors would have had a more accurate text,

straight from the authors or from theirschool. The absence of an accurate

text of the Talmud — the lack of faithful reproduction, as it were, of the .
sayings and statements of the sages as early as prior to the closing of the

Talmudic period — is definite proof that the redactors of the Talmud were

not contemporaries of the authors, that the redactors lived later

(sometimes much later), at a time when first-hand information was

difficult to obtain. They had to rely on conjecture (which gives the right to

a later scholar to try his own hand at an alternate conjecture, to ‘“‘re--
redact,” as it were, the Talmud).
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