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SUMMARY

This book is the first critical edition of an 18th-century Hasidic source
representing what is called the Hasidism of the Ba’al Shem Tov. It is a
compilation of the teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov’s disciple Rabbi Dov
Baer, known as the Maggid of Mezhirech, the founder of the speculative
school in Hasidism. Most of the Hasidic thinkers of the 18th Century were his
disciples and quote him in their works.

This compilation of the Maggid’s teachings was first published under the
name Maggid Devarav le’Ya'akov, in 1781 in Korets, by the Maggid’s
disciple Rabbi Solomon of Lutsk. Since then it has been printed many times.
The present edition sets before the reader an emended text prepared with the
aid of manuscripts which have become very rare after the Holocaust; this is
important in view of the fact that this book is considered one of the most
difficult of Hasidic sources.

Not content with the challenge of determining the text, the present editor
adds a comprehensive commentary, pointing out the structure of each of the
Maggid’s derushim (derush: a homily or discourse on the Torah), its central
theme, the Hasidic and social twists that differentiates it from a kabbalistic
derush, and the meaning of the kabbalistic symbolism on which it is built.
The commentary also cites the sources on which the Maggid draws, from all
the areas of Jewish literature: Bible passages, Talmudic midrashim, early
and late Kabbalah. The commentary translates Hasidic concepts into the
language of contemporary religious scholarship, and thus enables a reader
familiar with this field to understand the ways of thought of Hasidism
through reading the original sources.

In her historical-literary introduction, Prof. Schatz-Uffenheimer, Edmon-
ton Professor of Jewish Mysticism at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem and
author of Hasidism as Mysticism (Magnes? Press 19883), presents the results
of her research with respect to the manuscripts available to the editors of the
first edition and their editorial methods, as well as with respect to the
editorial methods evident in other compilations of the Maggid’s teachings
that were published over the years. The mystery of who wrote down the
Maggid’s teachings (which were almost all delivered orally) also finds its
solution here. On the basis of her examination of the manuscripts, the



