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%e Aleppo Codex is the most important surviving manuscript of
the Bible that includes vocalization (nikud), accents (te'amim), and
the Masorah (the traditional annotation to the biblical text). As its
name signifies, it is a bound volume of vellum leaves with writing
on both sides. The importance of this manuscript, probably written
in Tiberias more than a thousand years ago, lies first and foremost
in the fact thatitis the oldest existing manuscript Bible and also the
most exact. It was written by the scribe Shlomo Ben Buya‘a, while
the vocalization and accents were added by the greatest of the
Masoretes, Aharon Ben Asher. The Codex was apparently brought
from Jerusalem to Cairo, where it was consulted by Maimonides
when he compiled the halakhic rules governing the writing of a
Bible, and he also referred to it when copying a Torah scroll in his
own hand. The Codex was then transferred in the late fourteenth
century from Jerusalem to Aleppo, which local Jewish tradition
claims to be the Aram Soba mentioned in the Bible. It was kept for
centuries in an iron strongbox opened by two keys, held by two
trustees. The box was kept in the “Cave of Elijah” in the ancient
synagogue, on a large stone pedestal, under a veil of sanctity and
mystery. For instance, anyone obliged by the community’s court

to take an oath had to swear on the Codex. Aleppo’s Jews believed
that their community was blessed due to the presence of the Codex
and that on the day it would be removed, disaster would befall the
community. That is why, with very few exceptions, the rabbis of
Aleppo prevented scholars from examining the Codex.

Following the UN resolution of November 29, 1947, calling for the
establishment of a Jewish state in part of Palestine, rioting broke
out in Aleppo during which Arab rioters caused damage to the
Jewish quarter, especially to its synagogues. The Codex suffered
damage, and part of it disappeared. Of the original 487 leaves,
only 294 remained. Members of the community concealed the
surviving sections in various places for about ten years. In 1957 they
were smuggled out of Aleppo to Turkey. Thanks to the efforts of
Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, second President of the State of Israel, the Codex
was brought to Jerusalem and deposited in the Ben-Zvi Institute
on January 23, 1958. Since then it has been the subject of much
research and great efforts have been made to bring it to public
attention. Several critical editions of the Bible have been published
on the basis of the Aleppo Codex.



11\1pmn'(§ﬂ*hw1
Py "tmmvn
m .?D‘i‘l‘rlNﬂFﬂ
MIPInIm Ao
“’d”‘ LA
aiusicly
Nm:y'nim
.‘nR '1
J,

mw.v nm AT

J"""'

m"‘l b WK
o T IS

’ HWN 'D"""J"m *.1923
2 14:1.\’1%! )4
& B AIRTPNTTD

@ Wwy;wwmﬁ\amu

1&;\1791111;' N :M‘i
2 2PN qum
m 17270 Pw;"\

7o DRDION
_Ui?yw’?

™2,
i’e*\z s

oy '@ﬁ: ZJW‘!‘\
i NWR

i mﬁ o

v AT PN r\'mo,p
" “15‘3’%'&&:’:1
m):\wwm

L el W, |

4 -\mr_\:\vm;n& ﬁ,

J nx:w: “i"‘lﬁ"tm P
W 'rrm :

1"3-377‘“ v '3?*1?1'\1?1

?&‘?’P “ﬁ‘f’

w‘:’.n:: 'nmn

\Tﬁ\ﬂn |

AN WAl ban

F oar-



403 403 99 g
DN DN DN 0
R  RKRIY Ry A

RIAX-DIX 912
THE ALEPPO CODEX






