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SUMMARY

This book presents the historical development of gender boundaries in two
forms of settlement in Israel, the kibbutz and the moshav. It underscores the
dynamic nature of these boundaries and sheds light on the changing private
and public spheres that evolved during the course of this development. To this
end, the book rests on the multi-faceted and multi-cultural voice of the women
members of the kibbutz and the moshav. These are both secular and religious
women, old-timers and “new immigrants.”

The kibbutz and the moshav are two collective and voluntary forms of settlement
inspired by the spirit of Socialism, which grew out of the Jewish national
movement in Palestine. As was the case in a good number of other voluntary
forms of association such as communes, social movements, political parties
and some trades union which, from the beginning of the modern age, were
influenced by the socialist utopia, the promise of gender equality in the kibbutz
and moshav became one of the fundamental principles of these communities.
This promise was part of an attempt to create a new, communal and egalitarian
society, which would abolish the unequal distribution of rights and obligations
between men and women.

The continuing existence and reproduction of gender inequality in modern
times within an ostensibly universal, egalitarian and individualistic order rests
upon institutionalization of the separation between the private and the public
spheres, which serves as a mechanism that subordinates women to men. This
gender dichotomy has become a self-evident and “natural” fundamental principle
in the life of the individual and society alike, according to which women were
automatically excluded from the public sphere. As in other utopian socialist
movements, the women members of kibbutzim and moshavim were compelled
to wage an individual and collective struggle in order to attempt to promote
the sought-after gender equality as they interpreted it on both the ideological
and practical levels.

The women of the kibbutz sought to create an egalitarian-communal

(V]



