
 

PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION

This is an updated and expanded edition of a book that originally appeared 
in Hebrew in 1996. The expansion is reflected primarily in the addition of 
new sources and bibliographical items that have appeared since the Hebrew 
publication. Citations of various sources have been updated in the light of 
new editions published in recent years.

Eleven years have passed since the appearance of the Hebrew edition. 
Unfortunately, in the course of these years there has been no progress in 
terms of the isolated situation of the State of Israel. The hopes expressed in 
the preface to the Hebrew edition, that isolation would gradually diminish 
and with it the sense of siege that has beset Israel’s inhabitants since its 
establishment, are as yet unfulfilled.

The Perry Foundation undertook to publish the present English edition of 
the book. The Society of Biblical Literature contributed partial funding of 
the translation. Dr. Dana Cohen has edited the English style. My thanks to 
them all.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

I. WHAT IS SIEGE WARFARE?

Siege is a form of warfare in which one of the combative sides defends 
itself within an area delimited by a system of obstacles, while the 
opponent attempts to penetrate these obstacles and to engage in hand-to-
hand combat, in which its superiority is assured. Unlike pitched battle, 
which is generally dynamic and brief and in which mobility plays a 
significant role, siege warfare is protracted and static by nature.

The decision regarding the form of warfare, that is, the determination 
that a given confrontation between the two parties will take the form of 
siege rather than that of pitched battle, lies in the hands of the defending 
party. Generally, such a decision is taken when the defender estimates 
that his chances of success on the battlefield are slim, and therefore makes 
an effort to refrain from direct engagement. The attacker determines the 
technical nature of the siege – whether a breakthrough to the protected 
area is attempted or a blockade is imposed, which entails the risk of 
starvation, thirst, and disease for the besieged. This decision depends on 
the resources at the attacker’s disposal, including time, technical means, 
the cost in manpower and the availability of breakthrough materiel.1

1 Unlike the breakthrough, the blockade entails loss of time and involves supply problems 
for the attackers, but minimizes the loss of manpower; Cf. Plutarch, Pericles, 27: “He 
(Pericles) conquered and routed the enemy and at once walled in their city (Samos), 
preferring to get the upper hand and capture it at a price of money and time, rather than 
of the wounds and deadly perils of his fellow-citizens (the Athenians).” By contrast, 
armies of far-flung empires, with several potential areas of conflict, could not afford 
extended siege battles – due to factors of time and space – and were forced to break 
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