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VIII Abstracts

in relation to holy time, holy place, holy ritual, sacred scriptures, holy priesthood,
and sacred memory associated with priests and angels. Dreams are considered,
in this literature written in a time of great dispute abaut the priestly leadership of
the Temple in the Hasmonaean period, an indisputable source of knowledge on
all the major sacred priestly issues mentioned above. The Book of Jubilees has a
considerable number of new dreams that are designed to shape ancient memory
anew in a time of a major political change. The book is concerned with holy time,
as reflected in a sacred solar calendar that was revealed in a dream to Enoch son
of Jared; with a holy place, Mount Zion, the place of the future Temple that was
revealed in a dream to Noah and revealed by an angel to Moses, the grandson of
Levi; and with the initiation of the priestly service that was revealed in a dream to
Levi, the founder of the priesthood according to this priestly tradition.

Dreams and Dreamers in the Aramaic Targums of the
Pentateuch

Avigdor Shinan

The Pentateuch mentions dreams or dreamers in thirty-four different verses, most
of them in the book of Genesis. This study surveys the various ways in which
the Aramaic translations of the Pentateuch (the targums) deal with these verses,
exposing their attitudes toward this fascinating human phenomenon. While
Targum Ongelos adheres basically to the biblical story, the so-called ‘Palestinian
Targums’ (The Fragment Targum, the Aramaic Targum found in Ms. Neophyti 1,
and the Pseudo-Jonathan Targum) differ in the amount of additions which they
add to the biblical story and their character. They describe in rich details Jacob’s
dream at Beit-El (Genesis 28) and the dreams of Pharaoh’s ministers (Genesis 40),
but in other instances they tend to adhere to the biblical story, revealing little about
their understanding of the dream as a message from God. The only exception
is Targum Pseudo-Jonathan, which includes unique traditions regarding a dream
that told Noah what had been done to him by his son Ham (Genesis 9) and a
very detailed dream that told Pharaoh about the future birth of Moses (Exodus
1). These two cases — and some other minor additions included in this text,
which can be seen as being drawn mainly from popular traditions — testify to the
uniqueness of this targum and to its special status within the world of the Aramaic
targums.
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5. Most significantly: Does the female dreamer have a real lover, flesh and
blood, or is he only imagined?

The Gates of Dreams: Duality and Ambiguity in
Ancient Dream Literature

Vered Lev Kenaan

This essay explores the mythological origins of ancient dream theory. Following
E. R. Dodds’ remark that ‘For the Greeks... the fundamental distinction was that
between significant and non-significant dreams’, the paper reconsiders a central
duality underlying the ancient conceptualization of dreams: while ‘significant’
dreams can sometimes mean divinely-sent dreams, or dreams that come true,
the non-significant dream is the false dream, or the somatic and the ordinary
psychological dream. The essay uncovers the constant presence of an intrinsic
duality in ancient dream literature and shows how this duality is articulated
through the mythological figures of Sleep and Dream: Hypnos and Oneiros.
Considering the Chthonic and Olympian origins of Sleep and Dream in Hesiodic
and Homeric poetry, the essay shows that the dream belongs to a family of ancient
terms constituted by an ambiguity. Like the terms, psyché and eidolon, the dream
too is a futile yet desirable image. The first part of the essay examines the poetic
figures of the significant and non-significant dreams in Hesiod, Homer and Virgil.
The paper’s second part examines how this mythical duality is transposed into a
hermeneutical dual framework that serves the works of the dream interpreters,
Artemidorus and Macrobius.

Dreams in the Book of Jubilees and in the Dead Sea Scrolls

Rachel Elior

The 930 fragments of Holy Scriptures that were found in the eleven caves of
Qumran between 1947 and 1956 include a significant number of unknown
dreams that were ascribed to biblical heroes. The dreams that were ascribed to
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Rivka, Jacob, Levi, Judah and Amram reflect a
‘counter-memory’ on issues that were under dispute during the second and first
centuries BCE. The dreams are concerned with divine revelations or with angelic
messages that relate sacred knowledge on the historical destiny of the ‘holy seed’,
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facilitate our group’s projects and activities. Our gratitude also goes to all of the
other members of Scholion’s staff, who, each in his or her own domain and way,
contributed to making our group’s sojourn there so fruitful. Finally, we express
our thanks to Ms. Dafna Lavi, who edited the articles with both exactitude and
good taste, and to the staff of the Magnes Press, who designed and produced the
volume.

Yoram Bilu, Rachel Elior, Avigdor Shinan, Yair Zakovitch
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, September 2012

Abstracts of Articles

A Woman’s Dream (Song of Songs 5:2-6:3): Real or
Imagined?

Yair Zakovitch

Many of the poems in the Song of Songs have the character of daydreams, and
two explicitly describe night dreams (3:1-5; 5:2-6:3), resulting in the reader often
being left to wonder what is real and what is fantasy. All dreams in the Song,
whether reverie or deep-night dream, are women’s dreams (this corresponds with
the spirit of the book, in which the central role is filled by women), in contrast to
all other dreams in the Bible, which are the imaginings of men. The dreams outside
the Song of Songs, in biblical narrative, are different in one further respect: they
are of a prophetic nature and give us glimpses of the future. Women’s dreams in
the Song, on the other hand, are personal and lend themselves — as do all personal
dreams — to being interpreted and analyzed by readers throughout the ages, each
according to the theories he or she prefers, whether Freudian or otherwise.

Our analysis of the long dream in Song 5:2-6:3 offers answers to the following

questions:

1. What is the reason for the many repetitions in the dream?

2. Do the words of the dream carry symbolic meaning?

3. Many lines of similarity can be drawn between this dream and the other
night-dream in Song (3:1-5), similarities which push us to compare the two.
What meaning are we to draw from this comparison?

4. Can we determine where the dream ends? Can we determine the dream’s
boundaries?



Preface

The papers collected in this volume represent the proceedings of two conferences
organized by the 2005-2008 research group on ‘Ascending and Descending —
Navigating between the Celestial and the Mundane’, at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem’s Scholion Interdisciplinary Center for Jewish Studies.' The four
undersigned editors of this volume were the senior members of the group, which
also included five younger scholars: Dr. Noach Hayut, Dr. Nurit Hirschfeld, Dr.
Adam Klin-Oron, Dr. Gila Vachman, and Ms. Hannah Wortzman. The first fruits
of the group’s work were already published, in 2010, as 4 Garden Eastward in
Eden: Traditions of Paradise: Changing Jewish Perspectives and Comparative
Dimensions of Culture (ed. Rachel Elior [in Hebrew]) — and that volume’s preface
gives a detailed account of the group’s activities in research and teaching.

The first conference represented by the present volume was entitled ‘As a
Passing Dream: Dreams and Their Interpretation in Jewish Traditions’ and held in
November 2007; the second, ‘Between Two Worlds: Spirits, Ghosts, and Dybbuks
in the Traditions of Jews and Other Peoples’, was held in June 2008. Apart from
the members of our group, participants in these conferences also included other
scholars from the Hebrew University and other academic institutions, and we are
very grateful to them all for their help in broadening our treatment of the themes
addressed. Prof. Elior composed the introduction to the first part of this volume,
and Profs. Elior and Bilu composed the introduction to the second part, for which
their fellow editors thank them sincerely.

We would not have been able to complete this volume without the support
and encouragement of the staff of Scholion — of Prof. Israel Yuval, who was its
academic director during our tenure at Scholion, and Ms. Zohar Marcovich, who
was Scholion’s administrative head during those years; and of Prof. Daniel R.
Schwartz and Ms. Maya Sherman, who held the same positions while the volume
was being produced. Their advice, and energetic and efficient help, were essential
to the successful completion of this project. We would also express our thanks to
the group’s resourceful research assistants: Uri Erman, Amitai Harosh, and Michal
Margaliot. These three bright and diligent budding scholars worked tirelessly to

1 Since 2011: Scholion — Interdisciplinary Research Center in the Humanities and Jewish
Studies.
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