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THE GATES OF THE SUN AND THE MOON
IN THE ASTRONOMICAL Book oF ENocH

Eshbal Ratzon

This paper combines the hermeneutic, linguistic, and philological methods of the humanities
with astronomy and mathematics to propose a new description of the gates of the sun and
moon as described in the Astronomical Book of Enoch. It also explains the function of the
gates in light of Mesopotamian science and shows that the gates of the luminaries constituted
an innovative and independent scientific theory. Though based on Babylonian astronomy, the
Enochic gates system is not a mere derivation of it with minor adaptations to suit the authors’
religious beliefs, as is commonly argued. Rather, they manifest independent thinking in
proposing a scientific theory that generalizes upon several observed natural phenomena. The
gates made possible a more detailed mapping of the horizon than that of older Mesopotamian
literature, assumed by previous scholars to be the source of the Enochic gates. This new
mapping system allowed the authors of the Astronomical Book to describe the inclination of
the sun and moon as they rose and set over the horizon observable in Eretz Israel.



TRANSMITTING REGULAR AND IRREGULAR SEMEN IMPURITY AT QUMRAN:
A stupy oF 4QToHorA? (4Q274)

Aharon Shemesh

Lev. 15:1-15 discusses in detail the ways in which a man who had an irregular penile
discharge, a zab, transmits his impurity. Direct contact with a zab, touching or carrying
his seat or bed can all conduct this impurity. In verses 16-18 however, Leviticus only
briefly discusses the impurity of regular seminal discharges, and goes into less detail. This
discrepancy encourages interpretive efforts, one of which can be found at Qumran.

A Qumran scroll, 4QTohora® (4Q274), offers a sectarian reading of this biblical passage.
Fragment 2 particularly discusses the laws of semen impurity using the terminology used in
Leviticus concerning zab. The article offers a new reading of fragment 2 and reconstructs the
fundamental principles behind the creation of these laws.



Was Manzor ERerz ISRAEL — A GENiz4 CopEx INDEED USED IN ERETZ
ISRAEL? NEW FRAGMENTS OF THE CODEX AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO AN
UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE OF ITS LITURGICAL RITE

Michael Rand

The article presents new fragments from the Genizah liturgical codex known as Mahzor
Eretz Israel. It analyzes the content of the fragments, especially with a view to establishing
whether or not the codex includes material for the second days of festivals, i.e., whether it
served a community residing in Eretz Israel proper, or a community employing the Palestinian
rite but residing beyond its borders. On the basis of his analysis, the author claims that the
latter is the case. He also places the new fragments within the sequence of the leaves of the
reconstructed codex and provides editions of a number of piyyut texts that have come to light
with their discovery.



THE RABBIS OF GERMANY IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY:
CONTINUITY OR CRISIS?

Simcha Emanuel

During the first two decades of the thirteenth century, a very significant and distinguished
group of scholars was living in Germany, including Rabbi Judah the Pious, Rabbi Eliezer
ben Joel Ha-Levi, Rabbi Baruch ben Samuel of Mainz, Rabbi Simcha ben Samuel of Speyer,
and Rabbi Eleazar of Worms. This article shows that, for unexplained reasons, these notable
rabbis were unable to cultivate many students, and the most prominent of these few students
left the Rhineland for the East. Around the second quarter of the thirteenth century, no
outstanding rabbi was active in Germany, and the study halls there were severely weakened.
About half of the few rabbis remaining in Germany at that time gathered in the city of
Wiirzburg, which had not been an important Torah center until then.

The crisis in the study halls in Germany lasted only one generation, and Rabbi Meir
ben Baruch of Rothenburg was the one who renewed Torah learning in Germany. Although
he has been extensively discussed in scholarly literature, in the present article we reassess
Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and his activity, showing that he must be seen not as continuing
the work of the previous generation, but as the one who reestablished the study halls in
Germany, which had been silenced for a quarter of a century.



KaBBALISTIC CIRCLES ACTIVE IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE (PROVENCE)
IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY

Ram Ben-Shalom

This article deals with the Kabbalistic circles active in the south of France (Provence) in
the thirteenth century, based on the testimonies of the brothers Isaac and Jacob Ha-Cohen,
who studied Kabbalah and composed Kabbalistic works in a number of Provengal cities,
particularly Narbonne and Arles. The brothers eventually returned to Castile, where they
disseminated the Kabbalistic teachings of Provence, each according to his personal creative
interpretation.

Mythical tradition ascribed the founding of the circle in Arles to the arrival of a Kabbalistic
emissary and texts from the East. I address the significance of the myth of Eastern origin
at that time, in the context of growing opposition to Kabbalah, which led to censorship and
even the burning of Kabbalistic works.

Particular attention is given to the eclectic nature of the Kabbalistic circle in Narbonne
(and perhaps elsewhere in Provence), which had already absorbed — alongside the
combination of Kabbalah, philosophy and magic — the teachings of the German Pietists.
An important source of information on this eclectic Kabbalistic school of thought is the
letter sent by Samuel bar Mordecai to Yekutiel Ha-Cohen, which also reveals the connection
between Isaac Ha-Cohen and Samuel bar Mordecai, indicating that the Ha-Cohen brothers
resided in Provence earlier than is commonly believed: in the 1230s or 1240s. This bears
upon the historical context of the debate surrounding the Guide of the Perplexed (circa
1232), and especially the rejection on the part of the advocates of Maimonidean philosophy
of the ideas of corporeality espoused by the German Pietists and scholars from northern
France. This is also relevant to Nachmanides’ effort to reconcile the philosophers and their
opponents in Provence.
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