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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

KOCHVE]I YITZHAK, THE HEBREW JOURNAL OF THE HASKALAH
IN THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EMPIRE
(1845—1873)

A MONOGRAPH AND AN ANNOTATED INDEX

This book follows the previous publication of five books in a series of monographs and
annotated indices on periodicals of the Haskalah (Enlightenment). They are: The Journals
of the Haskalah In mid-Nineteenth Century: Hehalutz (1852-1889); Bikurim (1864-1865),
published in 2015; Michtevei Ha'’itim: The Journals of the Haskalah from 1820 to 1845,
on eight journals of the Haskalah, published in 2013; in 2009, Kerem Hemed: ‘Hochmat
Israel’ [The Scholarly Study of Judaism] As the ‘New Yavmneh,” An Annotated Index to
Kerem Hemed, the Hebrew Journal of the Haskalah in Galicia and Italy (1833-1856);
and previously on Bikurei Ha'itim, titled Bikurei Ha'’itim — Bikurei Hahaskalah [The
First Fruits of Haskalah]: An Annotated Index to Bikurei Ha’itim, the Hebrew Journal of
the Haskalah in Galicia (in 2005), and the book on Hame asef, Index and monograph —
Sha’ar Lahaskalah [The Gate to Haskalah]: An Annotated Index to Hame’asef, the First
Hebrew Periodical (1783-1811), in 2000, all published by Magnes Press.!

Following the publication of this series of five books, | continued to pursue the
monographs and indexing project of 19th-century Hebrew Haskalah periodicals,
researching the next journal, Kochvei Yitzhak, which was published in Vienna from 1845
to 1873, and was edited by Mendel Stern (1811-1873). | undertook to examine 37 issues
of the journal and study its editors, contributing authors, as well as the subject matter
included in them, the literary belles lettres, timely articles and scholarly studies published
in that periodical, and prepared the index and the monograph.

After having completed these phases of research, writing and editing the indices
entries, and running the computer programming, we now present the sixth volume in the
series of monographs and annotated indices of Hebrew Haskalah periodicals.

The monograph discusses and analyzes various authors and their contributions to the
journal in several categories. In creative writing, it discusses poems, stories, fables and
aphorisms. In articles addressing timely issues in the Jewish community, the monograph
probes the question of improving Jewish education, the modernization of Judaism,

1 Moshe Pelli, The Journals of the Haskalah In mid-Nineteenth Century: Hehalutz (1852-1889); Bikurim
(1864-1865), (Jerusalem, 2015); The Journals of the Haskalah 1820 to 1845, Monographs and
Annotated Indices to Eight Hebrew Periodicals in Holland, Galicia, Germany and Lithuania (Jerusalem,
2013); Kerem Hemed: ‘Hochmat Israel’ [The Scholarly Study of Judaism] As the ‘New Yavmneh,” An
Annotated Index to Kerem Hemed, the Hebrew Journal of the Haskalah in Galicia and Italy (1833—
1856) (Jerusalem, 2009); Bikurei Ha'itim — Bikurei Hahaskalah [The First Fruits of Haskalah]: An
Annotated Index to Bikurei Ha’itim (Jerusalem, 2005); Sha’ar Lahaskalah [The Gate to Haskalah]: An
Annotated Index to Hame’asef, the First Hebrew Periodical (1783-1811) (Jerusalem, 2000).

\1
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emancipation, promoting the ideology of the Haskalah, fostering the ideals of humanism
and openness toward the surrounding cultures, and advocating the pristine form of
Judaism and its practices.

[

The phenomena of Hebrew periodicals in the 19th century came on the heels of the
first Hebrew journal, Hame asef, published by the early Maskilim in Germany from 1783
to 1811 with some intervals. It had a seminal influence on the development of Haskalah
in general, and on the emergence of Hebrew periodicals, in particular.

The last editor of Hame asef, Shalom Hacohen, launched the second major Hebrew
journal, Bikurei Ha’itim, in Vienna in 1820, with the support of the publisher, Anton
Schmid. It continued to be published annually until 1831. Following its demise, a young
Galician Maskil, Shmuel Leib Goldenberg, launched an annual publication, Kerem
Hemed, in 1833, as the journal of ‘Hochmat Israel’ (the Scholarly Study of Judaism) in
Galicia and Italy. It continued to be published intermittently in nine volumes until 1856.

The period between the 1820s and 1840s also saw the publication of several journals
in Hebrew. The emerging center of Haskalah in Amsterdam, known as ‘Hevrat To’elet’
(To’elet Society), established in 1815, produced the publication of three Hebrew journals:
Bikurei To’elet (1820), Pri To elet (1825), both edited by Shmuel Mulder, and Bikurei
Hashanah (1844), edited by Gabriel Pollak. Also, the author and editor Meir Halevi
Letteris published a single volume titled Hatzfirah (Dawn) in 1823/4.

In the early 1840s, two learned writers of the German school of Jewish scholarship,
Marcus Jost and Michael Creizenach, launched a monthly Hebrew publication in
Frankfurt titled Zion (1841-1842). It lasted for two years. In 1845, another scholar, Jacob
Goldenthal, published a small, 16-page single-issue periodical by the same title, Zion.

Concurrently, in 1841 and in 1844, two Maskilim, Shmuel Yoseph Finn and Eliezer
Lipman Horowitz, published the journal Pirkei Tzafon (Northern Flowers) in Vilna.

In addition, in 1844, Mendel Stern published one issue of Sefer Bikurei Ha'itim, and a
year later, in 1845/6, Yitzhak Shmuel Reggio and lIsrael Busch issued a one-time
periodical titled Bikurei Ha 'itim Hahadashim.

[ ]

The Indices to the journal Kochvei Yitzhak published in this book are cross-referenced,
annotated, alphabetized, and author-and-subject listed. They cover all articles, essays,
creative writings, and scholarly studies on a variety of topics in Jewish and Hebrew
Studies, such as Biblical commentaries, and studies on the Hebrew language, Jewish
history, and Jewish education. They also cite newly discovered medieval Hebrew
manuscripts as well as their critiqgue and studies of their authors. Also included are
various genres in belles lettres: poems, stories, satires, epigrams, biographies, dialogues,
and timely articles about current events in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and in Jewish
society.

As customary, entries within each author and subject heading were also sorted and
arranged alphabetically. Annotations were added to most entries, highlighting major ideas
and topics discussed in each entry, and identifying authors, deciphering initials, and
providing cross-references and some bibliographical data of cited and reviewed books. In
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addition, the notes update bibliographical information on related subjects in modern
scholarship.

The indexing was done, for the most part, according to the system used for the Index to
Hebrew Periodicals, initially started by Haifa University Library (see technical
information in the Hebrew Preface).

As stated in the English Abstract to the Index on Hame asef, | began working
intermittently on Hame asef Index in the early 1970s, while continuing to do research on
the literature of the Haskalah. Throughout these years | examined rare volumes of
Hame’asef in research libraries in Israel, Europe and America. | gathered information
about them, and compiled a complete, updated and annotated working copy of the
journal. Based on this working copy, the Index was keyed into a bi-lingual computer,
using a software program written especially for this project, which expanded, cross-
referenced, sorted, and arranged all entries according to our specifications. In addition,
elaborate bibliographical and editorial work and proofreading accompanied each phase of
the indexing activities. The Hame ‘asef Index and monograph was published in 2000.
Since 1998, similar work was done on the Bikurei Haitim Index and monograph, leading
to its completion in 2004. Following the publication of the Index and monograph on
Bikurei Ha'itim, | continued to research the next Haskalah periodical, Kerem Hemed.
Upon its completion, the monograph and index was published in 2009. Afterward, the
fourth book was dedicated to a study of eight journals of the Haskalah, Michtevei
Ha’itim: The Journals of the Haskalah from 1820 to 1845, published in 2013.
Subsequently, the monograph and indices on two Hebrew periodicals published in the
middle of the nineteenth century, Hakalutz and Bikurim, were published in 2015, titled
The Journals of the Haskalah In mid-Nineteenth Century: Hehalutz (1852-1889); Bikurim
(1864-1865).

[ ]

Since the publication of the last book, | continued to work on the project, pursuing
research on the Hebrew periodical Kochvei Yitzhak, which was published in the middle of
the nineteenth century in Vienna (1845-1873), and was edited by Mendel Stern. And now
we are presenting the annotated index and the monograph of this journal.

In the Hebrew Appendices, one would find bibliographical data of this periodical, the
number of pages in each issue, the names of contributors, and lists of the subject matter,
genres, and disciplines in each issue.

Statistical information on the ‘inventory’ of the indices may be found in the Hebrew
Preface that describes the technical information, the software, and the programming
processes by which these indices were created.

Now, upon its publication, the annotated indices serve as a reliable reference tool for
viewing and reviewing major topics and issues that occupied the minds of the editors and
the writers of this journal and their creative endeavor from the 1840s to the 1870s.

Readers may now examine the scope and the character of the material published in this
journal. Likewise, it is now convenient to assess the contribution of participating authors,
poets and scholars, to the Haskalah literature, and to explore their stand on various
scholarly or Haskalah-related matters.
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The following is an abstract of the monograph of this periodical. This analytical study
examines the background that led to the publication of the journal following the demise
of the Hebrew journals of the 1840s, and evaluates the scholarly and literary contribution
of their writers to the corpus of Hebrew Haskalah.

[ ]

The journal Kochvei Yitzhak constitutes a unique phenomenon in Hebrew periodicals of
the Haskalah having been published for an extended period of time, namely, for 28 years,
in 37 issues. Its editor, Mendel Stern, was brought up, like many of his peers, in an
orthodox home and received a traditional education. Like many others, he embraced the
Haskalah early in his life. After a few years as a teacher, he was appointed to be the
director of the Hebrew department of Anton Schmid’s publishing press, which
established his interest in publishing books and journals. Following the demise of Bikurei
Ha’itim in 1831, he undertook to publish a journal, titled Sefer Bikurei Ha'itim, which
was supposed to be a continuation of the defunct Bikurei Ha'itim. 1t was published in
1844 in a single issue. Subsequently, in 1845, Stern published another journal, Kochvei
Yitzhak, which lasted for a longer period of time. The journal was published sporadically,
at times as a quarterly, or bi-annually, and annually (see publishing information in the
Hebrew Appendices).

The new journal was patterned on Stern’s previous publication, as is evident from its
title-page statements on the editorial goals and the contents of the journal. This was in
many respects, a continuation of the previous journal.

The title page and its message: The journal’s editorial goals, as stated on the title
page, was to encourage creative writing in Hebrew, and to develop an interest in the
Hebrew language and its literature among its readers. It also promoted the ideas and
ideals of Haskalah in the context of openness to the surrounding cultures, the
modernization of Judaism, and rejection of superstitious beliefs and practices.

The monograph on Kochvei Yitzhak discusses select articles, essays, creative
writings, and scholarly articles on Jewish and Hebrew Studies. It also explored
commentaries on the Bible and the Talmud, and essays on the Hebrew language, Jewish
history, and Jewish education. The monograph also addresses newly discovered medieval
Hebrew manuscripts, their annotations, as well as assessments of their authors. It also
includes analyses of published belles lettres: poems, prose, satires, epigrams, biographies,
dialogues, and articles about current events in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and in
Jewish society.

The monograph is divided into eight chapters, covering five issues of the journal in
each chapter (1, 2-5, 6-10, 11-15, etc. and the last 31-37); they correspond to the division
of the indices (ch. 1-5, 6-10, 11-15, etc. and the last 31-37). The division of the indices
was done because the word processor Word, used for the software that created the
expanded entries, could not contain such long files.



