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FOREWORD

Jerusalem of People and Places is intended for students at the beginning
and intermediate levels of Hebrew study. It serves as a complementary and
enriching textbook for students interested in reading texts different from
the ones studied in class.

The book contains 45 texts, 15 for each level — beginners, advanced-
beginners, and intermediate. We chose texts of varied content: biographies,
personal memoirs, historical events, human or natural phenomena, places,
and organizations. Though many of the texts are related to Judaism
and Israel, a considerable number deal with more general multicultural
subjects. The word “Jerusalem” appears in each article, whether as the
main subject or just a passing reference, for the simple reason that we were
born in Jerusalem, raised in Jerusalem, and love Jerusalem more than any
other city in the world.

Each title is accompanied by an icon, which indicates the subject of
the text:
Public figure i

Place /@\
Phenomenon (-

The backgrounds for the texts were extracted from open sources, our own
knowledge and that of our families. There are five underlined words in
each text, which are vocalized and translated in the glossary at the end of
the text, according to their contextual meaning. At the end of each text,
there are three questions, two on the content of the text and a third on
a subject related to it. While the book provides answers to the first two
questions, the student may, of course, rephrase and elaborate as she or he
sees fit.

We thank Jeff Finger for his professional and loving translation of the
texts.

Our warm thanks go to the Magnes Press and Academon Press team for
the production of the book: Jonathan Nadav, Benny Mer, Shlomi Aspar
and Yael Klein; and to the graphic designer Irmi Amster.

Jerusalem, September 2018
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