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Preface

We are pleased to present readers with volume 19-20 of the journal
Massorot, dedicated from its inception to research on Hebrew and Jewish
language traditions.

The present volume contains 12 articles and a book review. They reflect
the investigations of 16 researchers, since three of the articles were
produced through the fruitful collaboration of two authors. Five of the
articles deal with diverse aspects of Judeo-Arabic, both in the Middle Ages
and the modern era. Moshe Bar-Asher focuses on disparate translations
of a single Biblical Hebrew lexical item in the Maghrebian Sharh or literal
Bible-translation tradition, and Gabriel Rosenbaum discusses the unique
language of the Karaites of Egypt, a variety of Arabic containing distinctive
words and expressions of Hebrew origin. Yosef Yuval Tobi analyzes Arabic
poetic verses employed by grammarians and philosophers writing in
Judeo-Arabic during the Middle Ages. Nahem Ilan reviews the new
lexicon of medieval Judeo-Arabic (Jerusalem, 2016) by Mordechai Akiva
Friedman, and Rachel Hasson offers a detailed analysis of the language
of two Judeo-Arabic folktales from the Cairo Genizah. The contribution
by Yehudit Henshke demonstrates the influence of spoken Maghrebian
Judeo-Arabic on the Hebrew of Israeli immigrants from Morocco and
their descendants. The article by Yael Reshef and Einat Gonen, too, focuses
on influences on spoken Hebrew — in this instance, traces of traditional
Ashkenazi Hebrew on the Hebrew spoken in Israel in the early 1960s.

Two articles are concerned with Judeo-Spanish (or Ladino, Judezmo):
Ora (Rodrigue) Schwarzwald studies the Haggadah with Ladino published
for the Sephardim of Seattle, Washington, highlighting its innovations and
comparing it with other Haggadot with Ladino. The article by Dov Cohen
investigates the term soletreo, used by contemporary Ladino speakers
for their traditional Hebrew-letter cursive script, and sheds light on its
shifting meanings over the historical development of the language.
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Preface

Judeo-Italian, too, is represented in this volume of Massorot. Michael
Ryzhik analyzes the diverse renditions of the Hebrew participle in Judeo-
Italian translations of the concluding formulas of benedictions in the
Amidah (18 Benedictions) prayer.

Neither is the place of Old French as used by Jews absent from the
volume: Cyril Aslanov and Yaakov Israel Stal present and analyze a
bilingual Hebrew-Old French wedding song.

Yiddish is represented in the volume by the contribution of Dalit
Assouline, which examines the Hebrew component in the Yiddish of
ultra-Orthodox (or Haredi) Jews in Israel as opposed to those in the
United States.

Rachel Hitin-Mashiah and Tamar Lavi present an annotated edition of
the first version of the Hanukkah poem Mi Kamokha, composed by Rafael
Aharon Monsofiego and his son Yedidya.

* % %

Massorot is published with support from two foundations of the Mandel
Institute for Jewish Studies: The Paula and David Ben-Gurion Foundation
established by the Federman Family and the Perlov Foundation. We
warmly thank these foundations for their continued support, without
which the volumes of this journal could not appear. Our thanks are
extended to Professor Steven Fassberg, Head of the Mandel Institute
for Jewish Studies, and to Ms. Carrie Friedman-Cohen, Secretary of the
Institute, for their steadfast handling of all of the material needs involved
in producing this new volume.

Sincere thanks to our language editor, Mr. David Harband, for his
painstaking work with the manuscript, to Ms. Katy Moyal, who undertook
the typesetting with wisdom and exactitude, and to Ms. Liza Mohar,
publications director of the Academy for the Hebrew Language, who
orchestrated the production of this volume with gracious expertise.

Jerusalem, Iyar 5779 David M. Bunis
Ofra Tirosh-Becker
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