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ABSTRACT

SPRINKLING AT THE TEMPLE ENTRANCE: A FORGOTTEN TEMPLE RITUAL
Hallel Baitner

Philo repeatedly describes the custom of sprinkling water mixed with the ashes of the
red heifer on people entering the Temple, even if they are ritually pure. Since this custom
contradicts biblical and rabbinic law, which requires this sprinkling only for corpse impurity,
scholars have claimed that Philo’s testimony does not reflect a ritual actually practiced in
first-century Jerusalem. This paper reevaluates the evidence, pointing out hitherto overlooked
aspects of rabbinic and early Christian texts that support Philo and affirm the existence of the
custom — a ritual which resembles contemporaneous Hellenistic purification practices. This
paper also demonstrates how the Rabbis reinterpreted the particulars of this ritual, trying to
reconcile them with their concepts of purity. For the Rabbis, a purification ritual should be
performed only after a defilement, and not, as implied by some Second-Temple sources, as
an act of transition between different levels of sanctity or purity.

[Tarbiz — A Quarterly for Jewish Studies LXXXVII/3 (April-June 2020), pp. 341-368]



ABSTRACT

MAIMONIDES AND THE MUSLIM THEOLOGIAN MUHAMMAD AL-GHAZALI
ON THE GENERALITY OF LAW AND THE DOCTRINE OF DISTINCTION

Gideon Libson

This article sheds new light on Maimonides’ theory of the generality of law as expounded
in his philosophical work Guide for the Perplexed (part 3, chapter 34) and his responsum
to the people of Aleppo (Maimonides Responsa, ed. Y. Blau, revised 2™ edition, Jerusalem
1986, Siman 224).

Scholars to date have treated Maimonides’ theory of the generality of law as derived
from the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle, which is summed up in the first part of the
article. I argue that in trying to understand this theory we must consider his polemic against
Muhammad Al-Ghazali as a representative of Sufi Islam and its ‘doctrine of distinction’.
According to this doctrine, there is no generality of law and each case must be judged
on its own merits. The Sufis cited this doctrine in connection with sama (group singing),
which was an integral part of the Sufi mystical experience. Sama was a widespread practice
discussed in Sufi literature from its earliest days. Al-Ghazali devotes two chapters of his epic
work Thya ulum al-din (‘The Revival of Religious Science’) to the laws governing sama.

I maintain that Maimonides was familiar with Al-Ghazali’s treatise and argued against
his doctrine of distinction, which would explain why he brings up music when discussing the
generality of law. Three additional factors support my claim: (a) Muslim religious scholars
who lived in Maimonides’ day were also critical of Al-Ghazali’s doctrine, and it follows
that Maimonides was part of this discourse; (b) Maimonides employs many Sufi terms in
his writing, especially on matters related to singing; and (c) other issues that Maimonides
addresses in his responsa, such as bans on singing, conventions on the singing of women and
the use of various musical instruments, also appear in Al-Ghazali’s treatise. Furthermore, the
five categories of song (Ahkam al-khamsa) discussed by Al-Ghazali crop up in Maimonides’
commentary on the Mishnah (4vot 1, 16).

The subject of the generality of law is only one in a long list of parallel themes which,
according to scholars cited in the article, connect the teachings of Maimonides to the
theological-philosophical doctrines of Muhammad Al-Ghazali.

[Tarbiz — A Quarterly for Jewish Studies LXXXVII/3 (April-June 2020), pp. 369-438]



ABSTRACT

MAIMONIDES’ GUIDE OF THE PERPLEXED IN JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN
MysrticisM: A CHAPTER IN COMPARATIVE HISTORIOGRAPHY

Yossef Schwartz

The paper connects three inter-related fields of research, customarily treated separately,
and points out a potential contribution of such comparative study to the present discourse
of Judaic Studies. I compare Meister Eckhart’s reading of Maimonides’s Guide of the
Perplexed to that of the Kabbalist Abraham Abulafia. Both readings highlight two
fundamental dichotomies of modern research: Scholarship on Eckhart, since the nineteenth
century, has distinguished between scholastic thought and medieval mysticism. Similarly, in
Jewish studies, philosophy (the paradigm of rationalism) is treated in contrast to Kabbalah
(Jewish mysticism). The study of Maimonides and his reception both draws attention to
these distinctions and points to a way of reconciling them

[Tarbiz — A Quarterly for Jewish Studies LXXXVII/3 (April-June 2020), pp. 439-461]



ABSTRACT

ON APOTHEOSIS IN THE KABBALAH OF RABBI BAHYA BEN ASHER
Adam Afterman and Idan Pinto

The article discusses the ideal of mystical transformation in the writings of one of the most
prolific Kabbalists active in the late thirteenth century: R. Bahya ben Asher ibn Halawa from
Saragossa. The study offers a detailed analysis of Bahya’s doctrine of the mystical-apophatic
path of perfection by analyzing key concepts that arrange the hierarchy of perfection in
his system: innocence (temimut), walking with God (hithalchut), reversal (hithapchut),
and translation (leqiha). These attributes appear in the Hebrew Bible in connection with
apophatic figures who embody and exemplify various stages in the hierarchy of perfection:
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Elijah. Bahya offers an extensive discussion of the
various stages of perfection connected with these figures’ intellectual, ethical, and mystical
achievements. The attributes and the biblical figures who embody them represent a rich and
complex mystical path that the mystics follow towards eschatological perfection. The study
presents and analyzes the original path of perfection introduced by Bahya, through a careful
analysis of his many discussions in his writings, both in print and manuscripts.

[Tarbiz — A Quarterly for Jewish Studies LXXXVII/3 (April-June 2020), pp. 463-499]
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