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ABSTRACT

THE COURTS IN THE MISHNAH: M. SANHEDRIN, CHAPTER 1, REVISITED
Haim Shapira

The first chapter of Mishnah Sanhedrin lists various matters — judicial, public and ritual —
that are decided in different tribunals. It is commonly assumed that the chapter describes
three types of courts: a court of three, a court of twenty three, and a court of seventy one.
However, the Mishnah provides no details about these courts aside from the numbers of
judges. This article argues that the theme and the organizing principle of this chapter are not
courts of law but numeric panels of judges, and that one should not identify different types
of courts with these panels. The redactor of this list gathered different halakhot that were
originally cited in different places according to their topic and context and placed them here
according to number of judges.

The first part of the chapter (m. 1-3) lists matters that are decided in a panel of three,
though it is clear that these matters were decided in different types of courts. Surprisingly,
the Mishnah does not distinguish between these types of courts nor does it mention their
nature. By looking at parallel sources one can fill in these details and identify the nature of
the courts that adjudicate each type of case: courts of lay people, courts of experts, local
courts, and the central High Court.

The second part of the chapter (m. 4-6) lists matters that are decided in panels of twenty
three and seventy one. The article shows that here, too, the organizing principle is numeric,
not the type of court. While discussing the authority of the court adjudicating capital cases,
the article exposes an historical development in this matter. The sources from the Second
Temple period show that capital punishments were administrated by the Sanhedrin of
Jerusalem. The article argues that the Tannaim accepted this principle after the destruction
of the Temple. The rabbis did not make a new law allowing urban courts of twenty-three
to adjudicate cases of capital punishment until after Bar-Kokhva revolt. The article dwells
on the background of this new law and discusses the controversy among the rabbis of Usha
regarding the nature of urban Sanhedrin.

[Tarbiz — A Quarterly for Jewish Studies LXXXVIII/2 (January—March 2022), pp. 139-182]



ABSTRACT

Mir1A BELO TA‘AMA: A CHAPTER IN THE TEXTUAL HISTORY
OF THE TALMUD YERUSHALMI

Elyashiv Cherlow

A unique phenomenon occurs in an early manuscript of 7almud Yerushalmi from the Cairo
Genizah (Sothas in the new edition ‘Ginzey Yerushalmi’). Like many other Yerushalmi
fragments, the text of this manuscript is accompanied by cantillation marks, but nine units
of the text lack these signs. Examination of these units reveals that they all have parallels
elsewhere in Yerushalmi. The present article argues that the cantillation notation preserves a
different tradition of this text in which these units were missing. This short tradition reveals
the textual history of some sugiyot and provides important data for discussing the textual
history of Talmud Yerushalmi in general.

[Tarbiz — A Quarterly for Jewish Studies LXXXVIII/2 (January—March 2022), pp. 183-220]



ABSTRACT

ON ‘THE BOOK OF THE ELDERLY MAN’,
THE BACKGROUNDS OF ITS COMPOSITION AND THE RESEARCH ON IT

Moshe Idel

The present study deals with an anonymous treatise published recently by E. R. Wolfson, as
‘The Gates of the Elderly Man’, which has been attributed to a circle of Kabbalists active
in Spain in the 1280s, thought to be related to the emergence of the Zoharic literature.
The examination of its nomenclature shows the impact of ecstatic Kabbalah, although
the theosophical interpretation offered to one of the Gates proves to be problematic, and I
propose decoding it with reference to astronomical-astrological terminology. I also examine
more passages in this anonymous treatise and suggest that it shows an affinity with the
writings of R. Isaac ben Samuel of Acre and the Book Yessod ‘Olam by R. Abraham Esquira.
For these reasons the date of the composition should be placed later, at the beginning of the
14" century. Likewise, I offer reasons to doubt the historicity of the descriptions found in
the Gates, as they are exaggerated and cannot be confirmed historically.

[Tarbiz — A Quarterly for Jewish Studies LXXXVIII/2 (January—March 2022), pp. 221-330]





